




Dear reader 

Xr> Very exerted ihai you ft holdihg ihe Kindle ediiioh of 
Piary of a VJimpy Kid ih your hahds. 

VJheh X read my /irsH' e-book oh a Kihdle, X was amazed ai 
ihe possibilities. Carryih^ a whole library arouhd wiih me oh a 
device X could £i ih ihe palm 0/ my Kahd? Ar^azih^. 

Vlhais beeh very rewardih^ io me as ah auihor has beeh 
seeih^ kids carryih^ iheir do^-eared copies of Piary of a 
Vlimpy Kid wiih ihem. Xhe Kihdle allows kids io KaVe ihe 
whole series ai iheir fih^eriips, ahd ihe readih^ experiehce 
is crisp ahd cleah every iime . . . wiih ho chahce of iodays 
breakfasi siaihih^ ihe pa^es. 

Xhahk you for purchasih^ Piary of a Vslimpy Kid oh your 
Kihdle. X hope ii ^ives you lois of laughs ahd you have as 
much fuh readih^ ii as X did wriiihg ii. 




Je/f Krnr* 
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JANUARY 


Suhday 

X wish Xd s+ar+ed kee^ih^ a jourhal a lo+ earlier 
oh, because whoever ehds u^> wri+ihg my tio^ra^K^ 
is ^ohha have a lo+ o-f <^oes+iohs abou+ my liFe ih 
+he years leadihcj u^> +o middle school. 


Luckily, X remember jus+ abou+ every+hihg +Ka+s 
ha^pehed +o me sihce X was borh. Xh Fac+, X 
cah eVeh remember s+uFf +Ka+ ha^ehed +o me 

BEFORE X was borh. 


Back ih +hose days i+ was Jus+ me swimmih^ arouhd 
ih +Ke dark, doih^ back-fli^s ahd +akih^ ha^>s 
wKeheVer X wah+ed. 










XKeh ohe day wKeh X was ih -+Ke ni ddle of 
a really ^oo 

s+rahc^e hoises comih^ -from +Ke ou+side. 




A+ +Ke -Wne X didn't khow wK<*+ +Ke Keck X was 
Kearih^, bu+ la+er oh X -fouhd 00+ i+ was Mon 
^i^ih^ ih nusic +Kroo^K +Kese speakers sKe ^>u+ oh 
Ker telly. 



X ^oess Mom +K0U3K+ if sKe flayed classical nosic 
for me every day before. X was torh, i+ would +vrh 
ne ih+o some kihd of ^ehius. 
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"Those speakers came wi+h a micro^hohe, ahd wheh 
Mom wash + pla^ihc^ music, she was -tellih^ 
every+hih^ ■+ha+ was <^oih<^ oh ih her li-fe. 


me 



...AND THEN mommy WENT 
TO TME STORE, WHERE SHE 
BOUGHT YOU AN ADORABLE 
BLUE HAT WITH LITTLE 
DUCKLINGS ON IT* 


Ahd wheh Pad came home -from work, Mom would 
have hi™ ^ive me a blow-ty-blow o-f HIS day. 

(...SO THEN I TOLD BILL, "I DID\ 
SIGN THE BOTTOM OF THE 1044," \ 
\ AND I FLIPPED THE PAPER OVER J 
\SO HE COULD SEE FOR HIMSELR/ 
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wash + +Ke ehd o-f rh E-Very hi^h'L Mon 
would read -to ne -for a Kal-f hour be/ore she weh+ 
+o bed- 


"MR. LIMBKINS, I BEG 
YOUR PARDON, SIR! 
OLIVER TWIST HAS 
ASKED FOR MORE!” 


Xhe problem is, ny slee^> schedule did*v+ lihe u^> 
wi+h Mons. So wheh she was slee^ih^, X'd be 
wide awake. 




X ac+ually wish Xd ^aid nore a-Heh-froh wheh Mon 
was readihc^ +o ne, +hou^h. 
















LasT week ih school we tad a ^o^> <^uiz. oh a book, 
ahd X tadh + read i+ ye+. X was ^re-Hy Sure Mon 
read +ta+ ohe +o ne be/ore X was borh, bu+ X 
couldh+ renenber ahy o-f -the derails. 


42. What does 
Oliver Twist ask 
for that gets him 
in trouble? 



;ti 4K...5 



l i ;nkn 




X ^uess +ta week Mon was readihg +ta+ book, X 
was busy doih^ sone+hih^ else. 



Ihe craz.^ +Kih^ is, Mon didh+ NEED +o use +ta 
nicro^Kohe -for ne To taar tar. 
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X meah, X was INSIDE of her, so X could hear 
every word she said whe+her X wah+ed +o or ho+. 


'I CRAVE PICKLEsT\ 
BUT I CAN'T EAT | 
THEM BECAUSE THEY I 
.MAKE ME GASSY?/ 



X could also hear jus+ abou+ EVERYTHING 
+ha+ was ha^ehivuj oh +he ou+side. So wheh 
Mon Ahd Pad 30+ all nushy, X had +0 lis+eh 
THAT, +00. m 



+0 

































Xve heVer really -ft 1+ con-for+able wheft ^eo^>le are 
ac+ihc^ a-f-fec+ioha+e arouhd me, ESPECIALLY 
w^eh i+s my ^>areh+s. X +rie<| +o -them +o 
s+o^>, t>u+ -they heVer -the message. 



Xft -fac-t, eVery+Kih^ X -tried jusi seemed -to 

ma ke -thirds WORSE. 



EVERY TIME 
WE KISS, 

I FEEL A 
LITTLE KICK! 


LET’S KISS 
AGAIN! 
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a -few moh+hs o-f livih^ like +his , X had +o 
^e+ ou+ o-f +here, ahd +ha+s why X was borh 
+hree weeks early. Bu+ after beih^ hi+ by +he cold 
air ahd +he blihdihc^ li^h+s o-f +he delivery room, 

X wished Xd Jus+ s+ayed yu+. 



By +he +ime X came ih+o +he world, X was +o+ally 
sleey deprived ahd ih a really lousy mood. So i-f you 
ever see a yic+ure o-f a hewborh, how you khow 
why +hey always look +icked o-f-f. 
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Introducing 
our little 
bundle of joy 

Gregory 

Heffley 

5 pounds, 

7 ounces 







































Xh -fac+, X STILL haVehi cau^h+ u^> oh -the 
slee^> X missed, ahd telieVe me, Xve keeh +ryih^. 



E-Ver sihce X was korh, Xve iried +o re-crea-te 
■the -feelihcj X had way tack wheh X was -floa+ih^ 
arouhd ih -+h»e dark, happy as could te. 































Bu+ wKeh you’re livih^ ih a house wi+h -four o+her 
^eo^le, some -fool is always cjohha cone alohcj ahd 
roih +hih^s -for you. 


DO YOU PEOPLE 

MIND? 






X ne+ ry older bro+her, Rodrick, a -few days a-f+er 
X w as borh. U^> +o +ha+ f>oih+ X +houc^h+ X w as 
ah ohly cKild > so X wdS ^>re-Hy disa^oih+ed +o 
•fihd oo+ X wash+. 
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My famil 

tack +heh, ahd X had +o share a room wi+h 
Rodrick. He ^o-|- +he crit, so -for -the -firs+ -few 
noh+hs of my life X had +o slee^> ih +he +o^> 
dresser drawer, which Xh> ^>re+-ty sore ish*+ 
eveh le^al. 


y was livih^ ih a really snail a^ar+meh+ 



E-Veh+ually, Pad moved his work s+uff oo+ of +he 
room he was usih^ as ah office ahd made i+ ih+o a 
horsery. X 30+ Rodricks old crit, ahd he 30+ a 
hew ted. 

Aln»os+ EVERYTHING X had tack ih ■I'hose days 
was a hahd -me-dowh from Rodrick. 
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o o 


By -the -time some+bir^ came +o me, i+ was ei+ber 
worh-ou+ or covered ih slobber. 



E-Veh my PACIFIER was a bahd~me~dowh -from 
Rod rick. X doh+ +R'hk be was ready +o c^'Ve i+ 
u^>, +bou^b> wbicb mi^b+ ex^laih wby bes heVer 
really liked me. 


/you DONT\ 
NEED THIS 
V ANYMORE! J 
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X+ was Jus+ -the -four o-f us -for a loh^ -fine, 
ahd 'I'Keh ohe day Mor \ "told ne she was ^ohha 
have aho+her baby. X was ^lad she ^ave ne +he 
heads-u^> so X could be ready. 

/TWE UPSTAIRS^ 

BATMROOM IS 

mine? y 



VJheh ny li-H’le bro+her, Mahhy, cane aloh<^, 
everybody +hou^h+ he was so cu+e. Bu-f w ha+ 

+hey doh+ +ell you abou+ babies is +ha+ a-f+er 
■they re born, -they have +b>is black s+ub oh -their 
belly bu-Hoh where -the unbilical cord was -tied o-f-f. 
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H-Veh+oally, +he s+ub dries u^> ahd -falls o-fF, ahd 
+he baby Kas a re^ular-lookih^ belly bu-Hoh. "TVve 
+hih<^ is, hobody ever FOUND Mahhys s+ub. 
A^d +o +Ki's day XV*> s+ill ^arahoid i+s ^ohha 
show u^> somewhere. 


STOP PICKING 
AT YOUR FOOD* 



VJheh X was a hewborh, Mom ^>u+ me ih Froh+ of +he 
TV For ah hour a day +o wa+ch educa+iohal videos. 



















X doh + khow i-f +Kose videos ac+uallv node me 
airy smar+er, tu+ a+ leas+ X was smar+ ehou^h +o 
•figure 01/+ how +o ^u+ oh some+hih0 X WANTED 
+o wa+cK. 



X ALSO •figured ou+ how +o remove +he ha-H-eries 
■from +he remo+e so ho ohe could +orh +he 
educa+iohal videos tack ON. 
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Bu+ wheh you re a baby, you cah+ really ^e+ arouhd 
a lo+, so -there was ohly ohe ^lace X could hide 
+he ba-Heries. _ 


MOW DID 
THESE GET IN 
MERE AGAIN? 



X +hihk Hon shouldve le+ ne crawl arouhd oh -the 
■floor nore wheh X was li+-He, because X was WAY 
behihd +he o+her kids ih ny ^lay^rou^ wheh i+ 
cane +o +he physical s+u-f-f. VJhile +he o+hers were 
si++ih<j u^> ahd couch sur-fihc^, X was s+ill workih^ 
oh li-f+ih^ ny head o-f-f +he ^rouhd. 
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Xheh ohe da^ Mon ne +his +hihg called a 

"B>a{y Adveh+ores Ac+ioh Vlalker/’ which was +he 
■firs+ +Kih^ X ever <y>+ +ha+ Rodrick didh+ h*Ve 
be-fore ne. 


Xhe A^+ioh VJalker was AWESOME. X+ had a 

oo coo 

wi+h, plos a cop holder. 


Id eh+er+aih yoorself 


nillioh li++le cjad^e+s 



Bo+ -the bes+ +hih0 at)oo+ i+ was X coold ^e+ 
ah^where X heeded +o 30 wi+hoo+ ac+oall 

+o WALK. 
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X could iell +ha+ wb»eh X was ih ry Baby Adveh+ures 
Ac+ioh VJalker, all my li-Hle ^>lay^rou^ -friehds -ft 1 + 
like chumps. 



Bu+ -theh Mon read ih Some pareh+ih^ macjazihe 

ea +o use baby walkers, 
because kids wouldh + develop +he ri<^h+ muscles 
+o walk oh +heir owh. So Mon re+urhed +he 
Ac+ioh VJalker +o +he s+ore, ahd X was back 
+o square ohe. 




X+ +ook a Ioh 0 -time, bu+ eVeh+ually X DID 
learh -to walk. Ahd be-fore X khew i+, X was ih 
preschool. 
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X wdis ho^ih^ Xd have a head s+ar+ over +he 
o+her kids because o-f all +he work Mon had ^>u+ 
ih wi+h +he classical nosic ahd +he educa+iohal 
DVDs, bu+ +he o+her nons nus+Ve dohe +ha+ 
s+ufe, +oo, because +he con^e+i+ioh ih preschool 
was ^>re++y s+i-ff. 


X neah, you had kids ih +here who khew how 
+o use t)o++ohs ahd zi^ers, wheh X could barely 
fiQurt ou+ how +o ^>oll o-f-f r\y ni++ehs wi+hou+ hel^> 
feon a ^rowh-u^>. 


Aa Bb Cc Dd Ee Ff G 



A few o-f ry classna+es could wri+e +heir owh hanes, 
ahd ohe or +wo could couh+ all +he wa y +o fefey. 


























X khew X couldh*+ kee^> so X decided -to 
■try ahd slow eVeryohe else dowh ty feedihc^ +hen 
tad ih-forna+ioh. ^-^ 



My ^>lah kihd o-f tack-fired, +Kou^K, ahd ny 

-teacher +old Mon X washi learhih^ my 
colors ahd shades like +he o+her kids. Bu+ Mon 
said X was snar+ ahd +ha+ nayte -the ^>rotlen was 

X wash - !" teih0 CHALLENGED ehou^h. 




So Mon ac+ually -took ne oo+ o-f preschool ahd had 
ne SKIP a ^rade, +o kihder^ar+eh. B>o+ +Ka+ 
decisioh was a -tertel disaster. 
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The kids ih kihder^ar+eh seeded like GIANTS +o 
ne, ahd +he^ khew how +o do s+u-ff like cu+ wi+h 
scissors ahd color ihside +he lihes. 



3. Be respec+fw. 

H. Use good manners 



X didh + eVeh make i+ a whole day ih kihder^ar+eh 
before +he +eacher had +o call Mon +o cone cje+ ne. 



The hex+ day Mon hroo^h+ ne hack +o preschool 
ahd asked +he teacher if X could have ny cubby 
hack. X jus+ ho^>e your acadenic record doeshT 
•follow you arouhd, because i+ ni^h+ he +ou<^h -for 
ne +o c^e+ a ^ood job la+er oh i-f ^eo^»le -fihd ou+ 
X was a kihder^ar+eh dro^oirK 
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Mohday 

Xn ^>re-Hy sure Mon decided -tha+ wha+eVer she 
-tried wi+h ne wheh X was li++le didhi work ou-t, 
because she's -tak ihcj a -to-tally di-f-fereh-t abroach 
wi+h Mahhy. 

For s-tarters, Mon ^>re-Hy nuch le+s Mahhy wa+ch 
wha-tever he wah+s oh TV. So he kee^>s i+ oh 
-this show called ' Xhe Shur^les -tweh-ty-four 
hours a day. 



X -tried +o wa-tch "Xhe Shorties" a -few -tines, bu+ 
X had NO idea what was ^oihg oh. The Shorties 
have -their owh lah^uacje that X ^uess ohly -three- 
year-olds cah uhders+ahd. 
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A-f+er Mahhy wa+cKes +Ke show, Ke ^e+s 
■frus+ra+ed wKeh ho ohe ih our -fanily cah 
uhders+ahd Kin. 



B>u+ +Ke o+Ker day Mon read ah ar+icle ih +Ke 
hewspa^er +Ka+ said wa+cKih^ "'TKe Shur^les’’ 
ac+ually se+s kids tack atou+ a year wi+K +Keir 
lah^ua^e deVelo^>neh+ ahd nesses u^> iKeir social 
skills, +oo. 













Well, explains a lo+. Mahhy doesh + have ah- 

real -friends, and whenever Mon holds ^lay^rou^ 
a+ our house, Manny is +he only ohe who doesn+ 
ih+erac-|- wi+h +he o+her kids. 



X +hihk ^>ar+ o-f +he issue is +ha+ Manny doesn+ 
like +o share his -toys. So when kids cone over, 
locks hinsel-f inside our old do^ Swee+ies 
exercise ^eh and kee^s his +oys all +o hinsel-f. 


Mann 
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And whenever Mon -tries +o ^e+ Mahhy -to ^>lay 
wi+h o+her kids oh his OWN, i+ tack-fires. 

































































A+ our church -they have +his hew +hih^ where 
■they sehd all +he 1<-M"le kids dowh +o -the basemeh+ 
durih<^ +he service so +hey cah ^>lay ahd color. 

B»o+ +he -firs-l- +ime Hon droned Hahhy o-f-f 
dowhs+airs, +here was ohly ohe o+her kid ih +he 
^>lay area, ahd he +old Hahhy he was a vampire. 



X -fel+ a lH~He tad -for Hahhy because X had +o 
deal wi+h a scary kid wheh X was his a^e, +oo. 
X was s+uck ih preschool wi+h +his toy hamed 
Bradley who -itrrorizt^ me every chahce he 30+. 
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X +old Mon abou+ Bradley every day wheh X cane 
hone, ahd said X didm + wah+ +o 30 +o school 
arynore. Bu+ -+h<*+ sonner Bradley ahd h«s -fanily 
noved away, so +he ^>rot)len -took care o-f i+sel-f. 

A'f+er Bradley noved, Mon wro+e a siory called 
Bad Bradley,* abou+ a kid who always nisbehaVes. 
Bradley was a bad kid ih real li-fe, bu+ ih MonS 
Versioh he was ^>re++y nuch +he devil. 


Do not bite 
the teacher, 
Bradley. 

Biting the 
teacher is not 
allowed! 



X +hihk Mon was ac+ually ^ohha +ry ahd ^e+ her 
s+ory published, bu+ Bradley ahd his -fanily noved 
BACK ih+o our hei^hborhood +he hex+ s^rih^, so 
she h<*d +o scrao rh 
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'E-Veh -though Mon heVer 30+ her Bad Bradley 
s+or^ published, she used d -+o +each Mahvy abou+ 
how yourt su^osed +o behave ih preschool. A^d X 
+hiVvk +ha+s ohe o-f +he reasohs Mahry is so a-fra id 
o-f o+her kids his a^e. 















































Hahhy nay ho+ have ahy REAL -friehds, bu+ 
he has a buhch of IMAGINARY ohes. Xve 
kihd of los+ cooh+ o-f -then all, bu+ +he hanes X 
cah renenber are Joey, Pe+ey, Pahhy, Charles 
Tribble, "The O+her Charles Tattle, Try Jm, 
ahd JoKhhy Cheddar. 


X doh + khow how Hahhy cane o ^ wi+h all -those 
fake friehds, bu+ believe ne, -to \\in\ -they re 
REAL. Ohe +ine Hahhy -took all KiS inac^ihary 
friehds +0 -the grocery s+ore ahd had a -to+al 
nel+dowh wheh Hon so^^osedly left Charles 
Tribble behind ih -the frozeh foods aisle. 



Sone+ines X wohder if Hahhy nade u^> his 
ina^ihary friehds so he could ^e+ s+uff like extra 
dessert - after dihher. 
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...AND ONE 
MORE COOKIE 
FOR DANNY! 



Mon soys i-f we -Fell Mohhy his so-colled -friehds 
orehF reol, he could be "^round-hz-ed." So we jusF 
olohcj 


wi+h i+. 


hove +o cjo 


X jus+ ho^>e he 3 rows ou+ o-f +his sooh, becouse 
iVs ^e++ih^ kiYvd o-f ridiculous. Sone+ines X hove Fo 
woiF uh+il oil o-f Mohlrys 
usih^ +he boFhroom be-fore X coh ^eF ih. 



HURRY UP 
IN THERE! 


















Lately, Mahhy has beeh blamih^ thirds he does 
oh his imacjihary friehds. "The other day he 
smashed a ^>late oh the -floor ahd theh told Mom 
it was Johhhy Cheddar, who seems to be the 
troublemaker o-f the ^ack. 
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Xhstead o-f ^>uhishihg Mahhy for breakih^ a 
^la+e ahd theh lyih^ about it, Mom <^ave a time¬ 
out to Johhhy Cheddar. Vslhat really stihks is 
that the time-out choir is the brahd-hew recliher 
ih the family room, So X couldht sit ih it to 
watch televisioh. 
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Like X said, X khow +L.'s wLole ina^ihary -friehd 
■+Lih^ is a buhcL o-f balohey, bu+ Mahhy ac+s so 
serious aLou+ i+ +La+ i+s kihd o-f spooky. VlLehever 
X 30 +0 si+ dowh sonewLere ih +Le Louse , X nake 
sure hohe o-f Mahhys -friehds are arouhd. 


TLe las+ +Lih^ X heed +0 do is ^lo^> dowh oh +Le 
so-fa +0 wa+cL TV ahd scjuisL Thy Jin. 



X+s ho+ like X n wa+cLih^ a I0+ o-f +eleVisioh 
+Lese days ahyway. Mon is ^re-Hy worried aboui 
Mahhy ahd Lis social skills, so sLe doesh+ like -+Le 
TV +0 U oh wLeh Mahhys arouhd. 


Receh+ly, Mon cane u^> wi+L +Lis idea called 

a 

ou+ +0 dihher +o^e+Ler ihs+ead o-f wa+cLih^ TV. 


board 


c^ane or op 


Tanily \^li^L+/ wLere we ^lay 
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X 3 uess l( ^ ed ,s "to ^e+ us +o ih+erac+ wi+h ohe 
diho+Ker' more so i+ ruts o-f-f oh Mahhy. 

VsIKeh we 30 ou+ +o dihher, we usually ehd u^> a+ 
+Kis place colled Corhy’s Family-S-tyle Res+aurah-h 
Xhey have a rule a+ C orgy's +Ka+ you’re ho+ 
allowed +o wear a +ie, ahd +he -firsi +ime we weh+ 
■there, Pad -fouhd +ha+ ou+ -the hard way. 



"(here are a -few di-f-fereht- sea+ih^ sec+iohs a+ 
CorrySj hu+ sihce we always have Mahhy wi+h 
us, -they pu+ our -family ih +he sec+ioh called 

"Childrens AlleyJ! _ 
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Xft Childrehs Alley^ X doh'+ +Kihk eVeh 
toiler cleahih^ wheh ohe -fanily leaves ahd a 

hew ohe cones ih. So wheh you cje+ +o your -table, 
■there s always cron^led-u^ ha^kihs oh +he -floor 
ahd Kal-f-ea+eh -frehch -frits oh -the sea+s. 


"The -flrs-f -tine we weh+ -to Corhys, X didh-t check 
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Ahof^er fhihg X hafe abouf CKildreh's Alley is 
fhaf you're ri^hf hexf fo fhe ba+hrooms, Ahd fhe 
doors are Always swih^ih^ o^eh, so you cah see ih 
fhere wheh you're fryih<* fo eaf. 


7 lh 3 



Also, fhe service is TERRIBLE af Corhy's, so we 
always jusf <^ef fhe bu-ffef Ahd serve ourselves. Tta 
•food is ih fhese mefal frays , ahd fKere's always 
sfu-f-f -from ohe fray nixed ih wifh fhe offers. 



c SSr FeEd YfeR FACE 







































A+ +he desser+ bar, have ah ice-cream 
dis^ehser where you cah make your owh sohdae. 

X khow +ha+ soohds ^rea+, bu+ iheres a reasoh 
mos+ res+aurah+s doh+ le+ customers o^era+e +he 
so-f+-serve machihes. 
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Bo+ Mah^y usually joS+ buries himself ih a ^>ile of 
tails +o hide -from +he o+her kids ahd +heh wai+s 
i+ ou+ uh+il i+S +ine "to op hone. 



Las+ ^Thursday we weh+ +o Corvys, ahd Mon 
ac+ually nade Mahy op ih +he ^las+ic -tubes so he 
couldh + hide ih +he ball pi-h Mahy 30+ -freaked 
oo+ u^> -there, -though, ahd he was -too scared +0 
cone dowh oh his owh. 
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So Mon -hold ne X K<*d +o op u^> +Kere ahd ^e+ 
Kin sihce X was +Ke ohly ohe ih +Ke -fanily wKo 
was snail ehou^K +o crawl ih +Ke -tabes. 


X tried clinbih^ u^> tKrou^K +Ke area Mahhy Kad 
used +o <^et to tKe -tabes, but it was too tic^Kt o-f 
a squeeze ahd X K<*d +0 bail out. 



XKat neaht ohly way X could ^et +0 Mahhy 
was +0 clinb u^> -+Ke spiral plastic slide tKat en^ties 
ihto ball ^>it. X an ho-|- a fab o-f dark, 
ehclosed spaces +0 becjih with, so X washt lookih^ 
■forward +0 crawlih^ u^> that tKih^. 
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Ohce X made i+ ^>as+ +he +ra-ffic jam ahd 30+ all 
+he wa^/ +o +Ke +o^, X s+ar+ed crawlihc^ arouhd 
■through +Ke maze o-f +td>es -to +ry ahd -fihd 
P\ahiry. Xhere was ho Veh+ila+ioh u^> -there, ahd i+ 
REEKED o-f dirty socks. 
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X realized X was +he wroh^ ^>ersoh +o c^o lookihcj 
■for Mahhy, +b*ou^bh because Xve always beeh bad 
a+ nazes. XWs -fall ne ahd Mon weh+ ih +Ke corh 
naze a+ Reyhold's Farn, ahd Mon was couh+ih^ oh 
ne +o fihd +he way ou-h 


Bu+ X 30+ us So loS+ ■+h<*"l' Mon had +0 call *)ll 
for Soneohe +0 cone rescue us. 



Xhis +ine X didh+ h<*Ve Mons cell ^>hohe +0 bail 
ne ou+. Ahd wheh sone kid +hrew u^> a+ ohe ehd 
of +he +uhhel, all +he o+Ker kids cane rushih^ n^ 
way -fo 
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E-Veh+ually, X -fouhd Mahhy ih ohe o-f +he 
■tuhhels, bu+ ty -+heh X was ready +o crack up. 
So ohe o-f -the waiters had +o climb up ahd rescue 
Mahhy AND me. _ 



Xhe wors-|- pari- o-f +he whole experiehce was +Ka+ 
X had +0 -throw out- my -favori+e pair o-f jeahs 
because X couldht- ^e+ rid o-f +he smell o-f -feet-, 
eVeh a-f+er washihg +hem wrl-h bleach -three -times. 



Saturday 

X woke up a+ 6*30 -this morhihc^ ahd couldh + 
^e+ tack +o sleep, which was pre++y -frus+ra+ih^. 
But - +ha+s beeh happehih^ -to me ever sihce +he 
te^ihhih^ o-f -the year. 
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Oh V 4 ew Years E-Ve, Mon wah+ed Mah^y +o -feel 
wKa+ rts like +o be a+ nidhi^K+ wi+Kou+ ac+uall 
le++ih^ Kin s+ay o^> -+Ka+ la+e. So sKe se+ +Ke 
clocks ih +Ke Kouse ahead ly -three hours. 




She didh-t -tell ME, -though. So wKeh Mon ahd 
Pad did +he cooh+dowh wi+K Mahhy, X -thought" 
i+ was nidhicjh't -for REAL. 
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X ehded u^> ^oih^ +o bed a+ 10-30 +ha+ hi^h+ 
-thihkih^ i+ was 1-30 ih +he morhih^. So my whole 
schedule has beeh o-f-f by -three hours -+h<s year. 

X doh + usually wake o^> oh weekehds uh+il Pad 
li+erally dra^s me out - o-f bed, ESPECIALLY 
durihcj -the wiht-er, wheh rts cold otri'side ahd rts 
hice ahd warm uhder -the covers. 


>HWWWWWH> 




r^m 

m 

1 

I 

1 

1 

1 


zz 

g 

1 


□ 








\A 

. 

□ 




D 

_ 

□ 


y 



X remember a -time last" wih+er w heh Pad woke me 
a+ 3-00 oh a Sa+orday morhih^ ahd +old me -to ^o 
out-side ahd shovel show o-f-f -the walkway. 

X'd beeh ih +he m ddle o-f a really ^ood dream, but" 
X was able -to ^e+ ou+ o-f bed, shovel -the walkway, 
ahd ^e+ ri^ht" back ih+o my dream wi+hou+ missih^ 
a bea+. 










































































"This morhih^ after X woke o^>, X lay ih ted for 

V 

treakfast - . There s ho+hih^ ^ood oh TV tefore 
3*00 oh a Sa+orday norhihc^, so X decided +o ^e+ 
some of ny chores over wi+h. 


a while +ryih^ +o <^e+ back +0 slee^>. lE-Veh+oall 
X jos+ weh+ dowhs+airs ahd made nyself some 


Me ahd Rodrick heVer have ehoo^h nohey +0 toy 
ahy+hih^, so Mon has teeh ^ayih^ os ah allowahce 
+0 do chores. Ohe of ny chores is dos+ihc^ -the dihih^ 
roon forhi+ore, ahd ■tha+s wha+ X was doih^ +his 
r«>rY\iY\Q wheh X heard a khock a-t -the frohi door. 




X opehed +he door ahd was sor^>rised +0 see Uhcle 
Gary s+ahdih^ oh -the froh+ s+e^s. 















































Pad cane dowhs+airs a nihu+e la+er, ahd he didh+ 
seen +oo ha^>^y +o see his youft^tr bro+her. 


A -few weeks hack Uhcle Gar^ called Pad ahd said 
he had a "ohce-ih-a-li-fe+ine" hosihess of>por+uhi-|y 
ahd heeded a loah. 



Pad didh+ wah+ +o ^ive Uhcle Gary ahy nohe^, 
because Uhcle Gary has a had +rack record wheh i+ 
cones +o ^ayihg people hack. 





























Bu+ Mon +old Pad Ke sK ould do i+ because Uhcle 
Gary is Kis bro+Ker ahd fanily nenbers should 
always Kel^> eacK o+Ker ou+. Mons always sayih^ 

■+Ke sane sor+ of iguhg +o ne ahd Rodrick. X jus+ 
Kof>e X heVer heed a kidhey or sone+Kihc^ like 
+Ka+, because if Rodrick is +Ke ^uy XK> couh+ih^ 
oh +o ^iVe i+ +o ne, X could be ih trouble. 


Pad seh+ Uhcle Gary +Ke nohey, ahd we Kadh + 
Keard -fron Kin uh+il -today. After Uhcle Gary 
cane ihside +Ke Kouse, Ke -told us wKa+ Ka^ehed. 


\\t said Ke ne-t a <^uy ih Bos+oh wKo sold T~sKir+s 
oh a s-tree-t corher, ahd +Kis <^uy -told Kin +Ka+ if 
Ke wah+ed +o -take over Kis busihess, Ke could nake 
a buhdle. 































































Uhcle Gar 


bou^h+ +he ^iys "T~shir+s. Bu+ wh<*+ Uhcle 
Gary didh't khow was +ha+ -the T-shir+s h<*d a 




So a-f+er he ^oi +he nohev -fron Pad, 


Uhcle Gary hold Pad he heeds a ^lace +o s-hy 
oh+il he cah <^e+ oh his a^aih. Pad didh + 
seen +oo h<*ffy ai)ou+ +ha+, ty +heh Mon was 
dowhs+airs, ahd she -hold Uhcle Gary he cah s+ay 
as lohg as he heeds. 



Bu+ wheh Mon Saw +he noVih^ Vah ih -the driveway, 
she +old Uhcle Gary we didh + really have ahy 
room ih our house -for ex+ra furhi+ure. 


He said she didhi heed +o worry, because he didh+ 
WAVE ahy furhi+ure. 

wi+h boxes o-f T~shir+s, which we s^>eh+ +he res+ 
o-f +he morhihc^ loadihcj ih+o our ^ara^e. 


Ihe 


noVih^ 


Vah was 


■filled 



X doh + +hihk Uhcle Gary is ^ivih^ u^ oh sellihc^ 
+hen, ei+her. He uhloaded ohe oh Rodrick -for 
+hree bucks , ahd X +hihk Rodrick -feels like he 
30+ a s+eal. 

















■firsi -few hi^h+s ih +he house, he sle^>+ oh ah air 
p'ta-Hress ih Mabry s room. B>u+ Uhcle Gary has 
■these hi^h+nores +ha-t wake hin u^> ih +he r^icidle 
o-f +he hi^h+^ ahd las+ Mohday he had a really 
bad ohe. 



































So how Uhcle Gary is slee^ih^ oh -the couch ih +he 
■family room, ahd Mahhys ted is ih +he mi ddle of 
his room, away -from the walls. 



X+s really ihcohVehieht with Uhcle Gary slee^ih^ 
oh our couch. H'S tad dreams kee^> him up all 
hic^ht, ahd theh he sleeps through most of the 
day. That really stihks wheh you just waht to 
relax after school ahd watch some TV. 



The persoh whos teeh affected "the most ty Uhcle 
Gary is RODRlCK, though. _ 
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Before Uhcle Gory moved ih, Rodnck ^rac+icolly 
LIVED oh +Ke coucK ih +Ke -fanily roon, especially 
oh +ke weekehds. 


How Rodrick doesh-f Kave ahywKere +o 30 wKeh 
Pad kicks Kin ou+ o-f bed ih +Ke i)aseneh+ oh 
Saturday norhih^s. 




"TKe o+Ker day Rodrick cane ops+airs, ahd wKeh 
Ke saw Uhcle Gary ih Kis spo+, Ke Jos+ slep+ oh 
aho+Ker par+ o-f +Ke coucK. 
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Pad has really teeh ha^ih^ Uhcle Gary atouf 
fihdih^ a jot, kuf Uhcle Gary says he’s fried ahd 
ho ohe is hirih^. 


Uhcle Gary has hever held dowh a jot -for more 
+hah a -few days, *The lasf ohe he had was over fhe 
Sumner, wheh he worked as a fesf suhjecf for a 
com^ahy fhaf made pe^er s^>ray. X’n ^ref+y sure 
he <^ui+ tefore luhch. 



Pad wahfs Uhcle Gary +o <je+ a jot like HE has, 
where you work ih ah office ahd 


have regular hours. 


52 



































Bu+ X doh+ +hihk Uhcle Gary is cu+ ou+ -for ah 
o-f-fice. jot, ahd Xh> ho+ so Sore X am, ei+her. Pad 
has +o dress up -for work every day ih a shir+ ahd 
+ie, ahd he has +o wear dress shoes ahd dress 
socks, +oo. 


X*Ve already decided +ha+ wheh X ^row up, Xh'i 
^ohha have +o -fihd a Jot where you doh + heed +o 
wear +hose socks +ha+ 30 up +0 your khees. 



MAS ANYONE 
SEEN NY 
PANTS? 



Las+ Sumner Pad trou^h+ me +0 Brih^ Your Child 
+0 Vlork Pay" a+ his o-f-fict. Bu+ +he people a+ 
Pads work mus+’ve realized +heir Jots would te 
torih^ +0 +heir kids, so +hey trou^h+ ih all sor+s 
o-f eh+er+aihmeh+. 
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Vor mos+ of +he da^> us kids s+ayed ih +he 
ca-fe+eria while +he ^rowh-u^s ^o+ some work dohe 
ih +Keir offices. 






wwa 



toward +he ehd o-f +he da^, Pad brou^h"! - me ih+o 
his office while he -tried +o -fihish uy> ah im^or+ah+ 
^>rojec+, so X sa+ +here hex+ +o him ahd wai+ed. 
E>u+ X +hihk i+ was hard for him -to cohceh+ra+e 
while someohe was lookihej over his shoulder. 
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Pad ^aVe me nohey +o toy some+hih^ -from +he 
Vehdih^ nactiihe. H e was ^rotatly jus+ -tryihcj +o 
^e+ rid o-f me -f or a li-H-le wnile, so he washi +oo 
ha^y wheh X cane tack a nihu+e la+er wi+h a 
toy o-f jawtreakers. 



Pad +old ne he really heeded +o -fihish wha+ he 
was doih^, so he asked ne +o -fihd sonewhere else 
+o si+ while he wra^ed +Kih^s uy. He nus+Ve 
teeh really dis+rac+ed +hd+ day, +hoo^h, tecause 
Ke weh+ hone ahd le-f+ ne tehihd. X ni^h+Ve 
teeh s+ock +here all hi^K+ i-f +he jahi+or hadh’+ 
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Ahyway, Pad 




y, V&q is yrt-Hy ahhoyi 


ahhoyed -+Ka+ Uhcle Gar 


7 


doesh-h K<»Ve ahy rv>Y\zy ahd Kas beeh noocKih^ o-f-f 
Kin. Hon Kas actually s+ar+ed <yvih^ Uhcle Gary 
ah allowahce eVeh +Kou^K Ke doesh+ Kave +o do 
ahy chores -for d, which -feels wroh^ +o ne. 



X jos+ hof>e Uhcle Gary uses sone o-f his allowahce 
+o yay for his owh bubble ba+h. used u^> all o-f 
nihe oh +he secohd day he was here, ahd i+s really 
ho+ +he sane wheh +he wa+er is crystal clear. 
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Tuesday 

I really wish T didh-|- have +o +hrow ny jeahs ou+ 
a -few weeks a^o, because -today a+ school T heeded 
+o look sharp. VJeVe s+ar-h'h^ a ballroon dahcih^ 
uhi+ ih Phys E-d, ahd Mrs. More-Ha said each o-f 
us heeded +o -fihd a par+her. 


So i+ wash’-t a c^ood day +o be wearih^ corduroy 
pah+s +h«*+ are -three ihches +oo shor-t. 




SVWJE-E 

SVWEE 


Mrs. More-Ha said we were ^ohha choose par+hers 
by wri+ih^ dowh -the hane o-f -the persoh we 
wah+ed +o dahce wi+h oh a li-Hle slip o-f paper. 

"Theh she’d op -through -the pieces o-f paper ahd 
pair us up +he best- she could. That- was -the sane 
sys+en she used LAST year -for Hhe square dahcih^ 
ulrvt, -though; ahd T -tot-ally <^o+ burhed. 
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X wro+e dowh +he hame of +he ^>re++ies+ ^irl ih 
my class, Bailee A^+hohy. 



BAYLEE 

ANTHONY 


Bu+ she didh*+ wri+e dowh MY hame. She wro+e 
dowh Bryce A^dersoh, jus+ like every o+her ^irl 
ih +he class. Bryce ehded ^ickihg McKehzie 
Pollard, ahd Mrs. More++a assi<^hed Baylee +o be 
my dahce ^>ar+her because Xd picked her. 


Pirs+ X was really exci+ed 
^•ar+her. Bu+ +heh X had +o deal wi+h TWlS 
kihd o-f hohsehse for +hree weeks— 


X 30+ Baylee as a 
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X 3 uess wah-t a repeat- o-f las+ year, 

ei+her, because -today she werrt arouhd -to all -the 
^uys who didh+ have a chahce wi+h her ahd leH - 
■them kvvjw._ 

/DON'T ANY OF YOU\ 
NERDS WRITE NY 
NAME DOWN. J 



”To he hohes+ wi +h J ou, X doh+ really care who X 
cje-t paired wi+h as loh^ as rt ish + Ruby Bird. 



As -far as X khow, Roby is -the ohly <yrl who has 
ever beeh sos^ehded -from our school, ahd +ha+ was 
■for bi-tih^ a -teacher. 


SI 








Xh fac+, +he reasoh Ruby ohly has ohe froh+ 
•+oo+h is because -the o+Ker ohe ehded u^> ih Hr. 
Uhderwood s elbow. 



X +ry +o be ^>re-Hy hice +o Ruby whehever X 
cone across her ih -the Railway, because she 
-terrifies ne. 
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7 


actually LIKE 
Rufey to 

write ny hane dowh oh that little sli^> o-f ^a^>er , 
feecause X khow i-f shes ny dahce farther, X*ll do 
SOMETHING +0 make her mad ahd ehd u^> with 
her other tooth ih MY am. 


TOO hice ahd she mi ^ht +hihk X 
her. Xhe Iasi thih^ X heed is for 


But tod 


X ^ot worried that wayfee Xve feeeh 


So X used ny little sli^p o-f ^a^er +0 try ahd make 
sure that doesht ha^eh. 



Please do no+ pu+ 
me with Ruby Bird. 








Sincerely, Greq Heffley 






X eVeh threw ih a half-eateh cahdy fear X was 
savih^ -for later oh +0 nake sure Mrs. More-Ha 
cones through •for ne. 


Vledhesday 

Last hic^ht X grayed extra hard that X wouldht 
ehd up with Rufey as ny dahce farther. 
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"THeh X s+ar+ed worryih^ +b>a+ naybe you ohly 
^e+ a cer+aih humber o-f prayers ahswered ih your 
li-fe'Hme ahd X™ bufhiha -through mihe +oo -fas+. 

Xd Ka+e +o -fihd ou+ la+er oh +Ka+ X used uy all 
my chi+s, because X've beeh ac+ih^ like X ve 30+ ah 
uhlimi+ed Su^ly. 


X probably heed +o be more careful abou+ +Ka+. 
XKis weekehd +he H-oileH- ih +he uf>s+airs ba+hroom 

30+ closed, ahd X grayed +b>a+ -iFe plumber 

wouldh + use our ba+Kr oon af+er he -fixed i+. 



For +Ke record, X have abou+ a 15 % success 
ra+e wrl-h my prayers. X doh+ khow i-f +ha+s 
^ood or bad 

is +ha+ X^ heVer ^ohha ^e+ a licjh+saber -for m- 
bir+hday, ho ma-Her how badly X wah+ i+. 


bu+ ohe +hih0 Xrn ^>re++y sure o-f 


62 









Anyway, X +hihk Xve 30+ +o be a lo+ r>ore 
sytci-fic wheh X ^>ray -for some+Kih^, becaose +od <xy 
ih FK^s iXd ry wish was <^rah+ed, bo+ Xrn ho+ 
ha^y aboo+ +he wa^ +hihgs +orhed oo+. 


A+ +he becjihhih^ o-f class, Mrs. More-Ha called 
oo+ hames -for dahce ^ar+hers, ahd X held ry 

+o Rob- 
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Bcr+ Ruty 30+ paired op wi+H Rre^ley, ahd if 
ask me, +Kd+s a ma+ch made ih heaVeh. 

<3 o c? 


you 



E-Veh+ually, Mrs. More-Ha read ou+ +he las+ 
^irls hame, ahd -there were s+ill a buhch of toys 
Ie-f+ over, ihcludih^ me. Xhere are a lo+ more 
toys ih my class -this year +hah ^irls, so i+ made 
sehse +ha+ ho+ eVeryohe 30+ a ^arfher. 



Bu+ s+ill, X was a li-H-le disa^oih+ed +Ka+ ho 
ohe wro+e my hame oh ohe of -those IrHle sli-ps 
of ^>aper. 










THeh os ^uys realized we wereh+ ^ohha Have +o do 
+He ballroom dahcih^ uhi+ ahd +H<»+ we could J0S+ 
^>lay kickball oh -fHe o+Her side o-f -tHe ^ym -for 
+Hree weeks. 



Bu+ we celebrated a little too sooh. Mrs. More-Ha 
said tHat EVERYONE Had to dahce, ahd sHe 
started ^airih^ us toys u^> witH ONE ANOTHER. 
So tHe hext tHih<^ X khew, X was dahcih^ a 
waltz witH Carlos C-Scalera. 
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Mohday 

'Today a+ school; Phys C-d was canceled because 
we had a c^eheral assembly durih^ -four+h period. 
X have +o adrni+ X was a li-H-le disa^>^oih+ed 
wheh X -fouhd 00+, because believe i+ or ho+, me 
ahd Carlos have ac+ually beeh c^e-Hih^ +he hah^ 
o-T+he mereh^ue. 



Mos+ ^>eo^le were ^>re-Hy excised, +houcjh, 
because we haVeh+ had a c^eheral assembly sihce 
November. XhaVs wheft +his hy^ho+is-l’ called H"he 
Anazih^ Andrew came +o our school. 


Xft +he ^rahd -fihale o-f his show, +he A^z-ih^ 
Andrew hy^r»o+ized a lihe o-f ei^h+h-^raders ih+o 
+hi' r »kih^ +heir arms were su^er^lued ■I'o^e+her. 
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"Theh he +old -+Ke guys hed vh^lue -them wi+h a 
magic word, ahd wheh he said i+ -they came apaH- 
jus+ like -fha-h 



A'f+er school some kids 30+ ih+o ah ar^i/r*>eh+ 
over whe+her +he hy^ho-Hs+ was -for real or i-f 
■those ei^h+h“^raders were ih oh -the ac+ ahd 
jus+ -fakih^ i+. 












"Two o-f +he kids who +hou^h+ "the Ar^z-i*^ Andrew 
was a -fake lihked +heir arms, ahd +heh Mar+ih 

en ih+o 

were so^er^lued +o^e+her. 



Ford +ried "to K^ho+ize +h 



Believe i+ or ho+, i+ WORKED. "The +wo kids 
couldn't se^arale +heir orns, ahd +he^ +o+aiy 
^ahicked. Mar+ih -tried sa^ih^ +he ma^ic word, 
he couldht' ohs+ick +her»>. 


CUCUMBER! 

CUCUMBER! 
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"The kids weh+ tack +o +he school, Ahd ohe o/ 
■the -teachers had -to -track dowh -the A^z-i^ 
Andrew at- his Jot so he could say -the mac^ic 
word Ahd se^arat-e -them. 



X have ho idea how -the school chooses -the ^>eo^le 
who come ih ahd do our assemtlies. Ohe ^ersoh 
■they trou^h+ ih Iasi year was a ^uy called S+roh^ 
S+eVe. He ^ave a speech atou-t how we heeded -to 
s+ay o// dro<^s, ahd +heh /or his c^rahd /ihale he 
ri^ed a ^hohe took ih hal/ wi+h his tare hahds. 


^ ^/Ao 



b°i 




















Poh’-t ask me what - ri^ih^ a ^Kohe book h<*s +o 
do wi+h s+ayih^ off dro^s, but - -the kids at - my 
school weht - crazy for -this <^uy. Xh -fact - , -the 
librariah h*d +0 replace half -the referehce books 
oh our shelves after Stroh^ S+eVes visit - . 



"The ^>ersoh Xh> really ho^ih^ -they DON’T brih^ 
back is "this sih^er hamed Kriss+iha. X thihk -the 
school likes +0 brih^ ih Kriss+iha for assemblies 
because her lyrics are really ^osi+ive. 



TRUST IN YOUR DREAMS 
1 AND YOU WILL SEE 
JUST WOW NAPPY 
^ YOUR WEART CAN BE 


REACW FOR TWE STARS 
AND NEVER STOP fv 
YOU’RE A WINNER * 
YOU'LL REACW TWE TOP! 
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Kriss+iha calls hersel-f ah ih+erha+iohal ^>o^> 

away 

wi+h +ha+. As -far as X cah -tell, shes hever eveh 
beeh ou+ o-f +he STATE. 


sehsa-h'oh, bu+ X doh + khow how she ae+s 



Ohe o-f my -faVori+e assemblies was •+he ohe where 
a police o-fficer came +o our school ahd +old os 
abou+ beih^ a ' hare." He said his job was +o ^ose 
as a hi^h school s+udeh+ ahd +heh re^>or+ oh +he 
kids who were o^> -to ho 
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X +hou<^h+ +ha+ souhded like ah AWESOME 
job. X-f X cah ^e+ ^aid +o 30 +o school wi+hou+ 
doih<j homework or +akih<j +es+s AND sehd all 
+he jerks +o jail, +heh -fha-hs +he career -for me. 


MRS. JOHNSON! DAVID\ 
MARKS IS SHOOTING 
SPITBALLS AGAIN! 1 



A-f+er -the ^ol ice officer cane +o our school, me 
ahd my friehd Rowley decided +0 s+ar+ our owh 

r - 


de+ec+iVe a^eh 
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Uh-fortuha+ely, -there wash+ a lo+ o-f demahd -for 
^riVa+e de+ec+ives ih our hei^hborhood, ahd 
hobody wah+ed +0 hire us. Bu"t we decided "to 


s+ar+ s^>yihc^ oh ^eo^le ANYWAY. 



1 + was ac+ually a lo+ o-f -fuh. ”The <^rea-t -thihg 
abou-t beih<^ a ^>riVa+e ihVes-hc^a-l-or is -tha+ you 
cah ^>oke arouhd ih o+her ^eo^le’s lives ahd i+s 
jus+ ^>ar+ o-f your jot). 
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Vie mos+ly -focused our ihVes+i^a+iohs oh Hr. Hillis, 
who lives a -few doors up +he s+ree+ -from me. Us 
ho+ like he was doih^ ahy+hih^ suspicious. X+s 
jus+ +ha+ we khew he had all +he movie chahhels 


Uf 1 V 
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Our de+ec+iVe ac^ehey -fell apart, -though; a-f+er 
we s+ar+ed ihVes+i^a+ih^ Sco++y Pou^las. Xd let 
him borrow a video ^ane over the summer ahd he 
said he lost i+, but X khew he was lyihg. So X 
seht Rowley dowh +o Sco+tys house to <^e+ him 
+o cou^h i+ up. 


X taught - Rowley how to act really touc^h ahd 
crack his khuckles a lot so Sco+ty would ^et the 
message -that - we wereht foolih^ arouhd. 



































Bo+ wheh Rowley didh + cone back ri<^h+ away, X 
s+ar+ed +o wohder wha+ ha^ehed. X weh+ dowh 
+o Sco++ys house nysel-f +o ihves+i^a+e, ahd X 
cau^hi Rowley red-hahded ^layihc^ ny Video ^ane 
wi+h Sco+-ty. 



X had +o -fire Rowley oh +he s^>o+, ahd i-f X ever 
s+ar+ aho+her de+ec+ive a^ehcy, +he -firs+ +hih^ 

X n c^ohha do is hire a nore ih+inida+ihg eh-forcer. 


Ahyway, like X said, eVeryohe was exerted +o -fihd 
oo+ who +he ^oes+ was -for todays assenbly. 
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P>o+ rt -torhed 00+ +here WASN’T a <^oest\ A'f'ter’ 

oh the s+a^e ahd said -hKe reasoh he ^a+hered os 
all -to^e+her was to ahhoohce -that -there was ^ohha 
be a special elec+ioh -to replace -the s+odeh-t coohcil. 


we sa+ dowh ih the ^ym, Vice Prihcipal Roy ^ot 


Vie had s-todeht coohcil elec+iohs ih -the -fall. Bo+ 
the class o-f-ficcrs were skippih^ -the mee+ih^s 
becaose -they re held dorih^ recess, ahd X ^oess 
the advisors 30+ -fed op. 



Vice Prihcipal Roy said "there are -two cohditiohs -for 
rohhih^ -for o-fTice. 0he, yoo have -to i)e willih^ to 
a-t-tehd all "the s+odeh-t coohcil mee-tihgs. Ahd two, 
yoo cah’-t have -three de+eh-tiohs or more. 
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X -fel+ like +Ka+ secohd rule was direc+ed a+ ME, 
because X jus+ picked u^> my +hird de+eh+ioh. 


Xh my firs+ year o-f middle school, ah ei^h-th* 
grader +old me -there was a secret eleva+or -that- 
weh+ +o -the secohd -floor, ahd -that - he could sell 
me a special ^>ass -for -five bucks. 



"Tha+ souhded like a ^ood deal -fa> ME, so X 
^aVe Kim -five dollars -for -the ^>ass, which looked 


^re+ty 


j-f-ficial. 



ELEVATOR PASS 





This pass entitles the 
holder to unlimited use of 

thp miHHIp ^rhnnl plpvatnr 



lllv 111 1 UU 1 v tlv V CllVJl . 
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Bui ii iurhed oui ihe whole ihih^ was a scan ahd 
ihere was ho such +hih0 as a secret eleVaior. 



Xd beeh holdih^ oh io ihai eleVaior ^>ass ever 
sihce. Bui a -few weeks a^o X sold ii io a kid 
whos hew +o our school. 


Uh-foriuhaiely, X washi care-ful ehou^h, ahd X 
^oi busied by Vice Prihci^al Roy, who made me 
reiurh ihe mohey. 
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He eVeh cjaVe me a de+eh+ioh, wkick really s+uhk , 
because Xd ^iveh +ke kid a deal by sellih^ Kim +ke 
^>ass a+ Kal-f ^rice. 

Af+er +ke assembly X realized some+Kir^** Rowley 
Kas heVer k<*d a de+eh+ioh, so ke’d be +ke 
PERFECT cahdida+e -for s+udeh+ couhcil. X +old 
Kip'* ke sKould ruh, bu+ ke said ke wouldh + khow 
wk*+ ke’d do i-f ke 30+ elec+ed. 


E>u+ +ka+s wkere X come ih. X +old kin i-f ke ^e+s 
elec+ed, X ll make all +ke +ou^k decisiohs ahd all 
ke II kaVe +0 do is skow u^> -for +ke mee+ih^s ahd 
do wka+ X +ell kin. X +kihk i+S a GENIUS idea, 
because X II ^e+ +0 be ih ^ower bu+ X woh+ k<»Ve 
+0 niss ahy recess. 


f I VOTE FOR 
[ DOUBLE RECESS 
l AND MALF DAYS 
V ON FRIDAYS! 


/IVOTE FOR\ 

( DOUBLE RECESS \ 
l AND HALF DAYS I 
\ON FRIDAYS!/ 































X Voloh+eered +o be Kis cam^aiejh maha^er so Ke 
woh + eVeh KaVe +o li-f+ a -fih^er +o c^e+ elec+ed. So 
we weh+ +o +Ke bolle+ih board ih +Ke -froh+ Kaliway 
+o sic^h Rowley o^>. 


X +old Kin Ke sKoold roh -for ohe of +Ke joicy 
s^>o+s like ?resideh+ or Vice Presided, bo+ Ke 
wah+ed +o roh for “Social CKair^ersoh." X Kave 
ho idea wKa+ a Social CKair^ersoh does, bo+ as 
loh<^ as Rowley <^e+s +o Vo+e oh +Ke im^>or+ah+ 
deasiohs, Xn -fihe wi+K i+. 



VJedhesday 

Yes+erday some o-f +Ke o+Ker cahdida+es were 
Kah^ih^ ^os+ers o^> ih +Ke Kallways ahd Kahdih^ 
oo+ bo++ohs ahd cahdy +o ^e+ +Kemselves elec+ed. 
So we were ALREADY kM. 
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X khew X was ^ohha h*Ve +o dream u^> some+R’h^ 
t>i^ +o make sure Rowley ^e+s elected, so Keres 
wb>a+ X cane u^> wi+h. 


VJ^eh -the cahdida+es ^ive +heir speeches ih +Ke 
^ym, +he bleachers will be -full o-f s+udeh+s. A+ 
spor+s <^ames Xve seeh oh TV, ^eo^>le ih -the 
s+adium ^>aih+ +heir ches+s +o s^>ell ou+ messages. 
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Las+ hi^K+ X 30+ a buhch of Uhcle Garys 
T-shir+s from +he ^ara^e, +urhed +hem ihside 
ou-L ahd wro+e a le-Her oh each ohe so +hey 

swelled oo-h "VOTE ROWLEY JEFFERSON 
FOR SOCIAL CHAIRPERSON." X+ +ook 


dll hi^K+, ahd X weh+ -through dbou+ -tweh-ty 
porkers, bu+ X khew i+ was ^ohha make a bi^ 
splash a+ +he assembly. 



X 30+ +0 school early -today ahd ^ave each kid who 
was willih^ +0 wear a shir-l - a piece of bubble ^um. 



Bu+ wheh we 30+ ih+o +he ^ym, ^e-ttih^ +he kids 
+0 s+ahd ih -the ri^F+ order was like +ryih0 +0 
herd ca+s. 












"The ohl^ cahdida+es who 30+ +o ^ive speeches were 
+he ohes who were ruhhih^ -for Presideh+. X was 
^>re-Hy relieved +o hear •+h<*'L because wheh X had 
Rowley rehearse his speech for Social Chair^ersoh, 
he was a hervous wreck. 



( GREETINGS, FELLOW STUDENTS.^ 


1 

MY NAME IS ROWLEY 

V JEFFERSON, AND I, UH... J 

1 
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Xhe 6rs+ cAhcJida-l-e +o ^ive a speech was a ^irl 
hAmed Sydney Greehe who is a s+rAi^K+~A s+udeh+ 
Ahd Kas hever missed a dAy o-f school. She SAid 
+hA+ i-f shes elec-ted Presideh+, she 11 ^ef he+ter 
e<^ui^meh-|- -for +he music room Ahd will orc^Ahize a 
^rojeci +o ^u+ hew ^ro+ec+ive covers oh +he hooks 
ih +he librAry. 


Hex+ u^> was BryAh Bu+-tey. As sooh as Vice 
Prihci^Al Roy cAlled BryAh u^> +o +he podium, 
t^tryoY\t ih +he ^ym s-ter+ed mAkih^ aII sor+s o-f 
obhoxious hoises. 



sure BryAh SAid a lo+ o-f ih-teres+ihcj +hih^s 
durih^ his speech/ hu+ you couldh+ heAr a word 
wi+h all rAcke+. 

















e Bryah 

wKeh hes a ^rowh-u^, because i-f he does, his 

cam^ai^h rallies are ^ohha be RIDICULOUS. 



doesh’t ruh -for Presideh+ 


'TRe las+ cahdida+e -ho 30 was a kid haned E-u^ehe 
C-llis. E-u^ehe is -the ohly ^>ersoh ruhhihcj -for 
Presidehi who didn't ^>u+ u^> pos+ers or h<*^d ou+ 
lolli^o^s or ahy+hihg like +h<*"L so hobody really 
+ook Kin seriously. 



s^>eec 

secohds loh^. He said _ t'ha+ i-f hes elected 
Presideh+, he II ^e+ +he school +0 replace +he 
cheap +oile+ paper ih +he ba+hroons wi+h +he 
expehsive, ^uil+ed kihd. 

Ylheh C-u^ehe -finished his speec h, +he whole place 
weh+ berserk. Kids are ALWAYS complaihih^ 
abou+ +he +oile+ paper si+ua+ioh because +he -type 
+he school uses is like sahdpaper. 


h was ohly abou+ +hirty 


Cu^ehes campaic^h 
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A^d -from +he reAc+ioh H-u^ehe ap-\, X doh+ 
+hihk Sydney or BryAh h«s a grayer. 



i Wsday 

Jus+ like X ^redic+ed, E-ugehe l^llis woh s+udeh+ 
couhcil Presideh+ by a Uhdslide. Rowley woh, +oo, 
becAuse he was +he ohly ^ersoh who Ac+uAlly sighed 
-for Soci’aI Chairperson. X wish X d khowh 
+ha+, because X couldve SAVed myselp a lo+ o-f 
hassle wi+h +hose T~shir+s. 



Ahd Mrs. Birchs +he +eacher who works wi+h +he 
coohcil; +old C-o<jehe +he school couldh + aP ford +o 
s+ock +he ba+hrooms wi+h <^uil+ed +oile+ paper, so 
he ni^h+ as well Por^e+ abou+ i+. 
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Vlord 30+ arouhd school -fas+, ahd ^eo^le were 
^>re+-ty mad. The whole reasoh eVeryohe Vo+ed -for 
E-o^ehe was because o-f his can^ai<^h pronise. Flos^ 
we do fuhdraisers -for +he school every year, ahd 
you would +hihk +hey could +ake some o-f +he nohey 
we make ahd s^ehd i+ oh some <^uali+y +oile+ ^a^>er. 


X +hou^h+ +he school would he rollih^ ih dou^h 
a-f+er +he LAST -fuhdraiser we had a -few weeks 
aqo, wheh we sold cahdy bars. X have +0 <^’Ve 
credii +0 whoever cane u^ wi+h +he idea. 1U 
school seh+ each s+udeh+ hone wi+h -fii-f+y Chocola+e 
Cruhch cahdy bars, ahd we were su^osed +0 30 
ou+ ahd sell +hen +0 our hei<^hbors. 




caiwm 


CKOCOkftfE CFLOJVCK 
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Birf X doh + khow a sih^le kid who <did^*+ z<x\ d+ 
leas+ +hree or -four cahdy bars before -they eveh 
30+ hone. Xr\ fac+, X a+e fif+eeh by -the +ine 
Mon fouhd 00+ ahd pu+ a s+o^> +0 i+. 




So a lo+ of fanilies like nihe h«d +0 wri+e a check 
+0 +he school jus+ +0 cover +he cos+ of +he cahdy 
bars +heir childreh a+e. X+s possible +hA+ hobody 
sold a sih^le cahdy bAr dvrih^ +Ka+ fuhdraiser. 

Sa-turday 

S^eakih^ of nohey, Uhcle Gary s^eh-l' dll of his 
allowahce -+Kis week ahd Asked ne if he could 
borrow sone of MINE. VJKei-> Pod fouhd ou+, he 
was ^re++y nad. 















































X+ +urhs ou+ Uhcle Gary speh+ Kis mohey oh 
scra+cK +icke+s a+ ^Ke cohVehiehce s+ore. Pad -fold 
Uhcle Gary Kes 30+ a be-Her cKahce o-f c^e-Hih^ 
s+rock by licjK+hihc^ +Kah wihhihcj +Ke lo-Hery 
ahd -1-Ka+ Kes jus+ was+ih^ Kis mohey. 



Pad probably sKouldve cKoseh Kis words more 
care-fully, because how Mahhy woh+ s+e^> -fooi 
ou+side i-f i+s raihih^. 
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Scratch +icke+s are a sore subject -for Pad ahyway. 
A few years a^o Pad bou^K+ Uhcle Gary a hice 
wih+er jacket for CKris+nas, ahd Uhcle Gary ^ave 
Pad a scra+cK +icke+. Pad seened a li-Hle ahhoyed 
+Ka+ Ked s^eh-t all +Ka+ nohey oh Uhcle Gary 
ahd Uhcle Gary jus+ ^aVe Kin a ^ift +Ka+ ohly 
cos+ a buck. 



Pad scra+cKed off +Ke li-Hle squares oh +Ke card 
wi+K a coih ahd Ke 30+ +Kree cKerries, wKicK 
neah+ Ked jus+ woh a Kuhdred +Kousahd dollars. 



Bu+ i+ iurhed ou+ +Ke +icke+ was jus+ a ^a^ ^ift, 
ahd •+ was a •fake. 
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YOU SHOULD’VE ^ 
SEEN THE LOOK ON 
V YOUR FACE! WA WA! J 



Vie s+ill cah + meh+ioh +ha+ Chris+nas +o Pad, 
because i+ jus-t - ^>u+s Kin ih a bad moo d ■for +he 
res+ o-f -the day. 

VlKa-1- Pad REALLY wah+s is -for Uhcle Gary 
+o ^e+ a job So he cah move ou+ o-f our house. Xr»> 
s+arhhg +o wish Uhcle Gary would ^e+ a job, +oo, 
because la+ely hes beeh s^ehdihg a lo+ o-f +ine ih 
my room ^layih^ oh +he con^u+er. 

Hes addicted +o +his vir+ual-world ^ame where you 
cah be ahy+hih^ you wah+, like a ^olicemah or a 
cohs+ruc+ioh worker or a rock s+ar. 












Bo+ ih "the t^arne, Uhde Gary is jus+ a <^uy who 
doesh-h have a Jot) ahd toys a tohch o-f scra+ch 
+icke+s every day. 



FEBRUARY 

Thursday 

"There have t>eeh some ^>re-Hy t>i^ deVelo^>meh+s a+ 
school +his week. 


X+ all s+ar+ed oh t^ohday a+ +he las+ s+odeh+ 
coohcil nee+ih^. The mee+ih^s are held ih +he 
teachers looh^e, ahd after the Treasurer, Javah 
H»H > weh+ +o ose the bathroom, he cane ou+ with a 
roll o-f Pillow-Soft Ultra +oile+ ^a^er. 








































"Tha+ meahs -the -teachers have teeh -trea+ih^ 

-toilet - ^>a 

s+uck wi+h -the chea^> s+u-f-f. 



■themselves -to ^ood 


Vlheh 'E-u^ehe 'E-Ills coh-froh+ed Mrs. Birch, she 
khew -the -teachers were -to-tally bus+ed. 



Mrs. Birch sold -that- eveh -though "the -teachers 
use Pillow-So-kt Ultra, -there s hot - ehouc^h mohey 
Ih -the budget- +o s+ock all -the kids ba+hrooms 
wi+h ex^ehsive -toilet - ^a^er, but - she could a^ree 
+o a compromise. 


^3 


























She said +he school could allow kids -to brih^ ih 
■their OWN rolls -fron hone. A^d wheh +he 
ahhouhcenehi cane over -+he loudspeaker, i+ was a 
hu^e vic-tory -for ^.u^ehe 'Xllis ahd H*he res+ o-f -the 
s+udeh+ couhcll. 



Xoesday was -the -firs+ day kids were allowed +o 
brihg ih +heir owh -toilet - paper, ahd X +hihk sone 
people weht - a li+-tle overboard. 



































Xh -fac+., sone kids l)rou^+ ih so noc K ioilei 
^>a^er +ha+ -there wash + ehoi^h room -to -frt i+ ih 
■their lockers, so -they carried -their su^ly arouhd 
wi+h "them. 



otmt>y wou 

a+ luhch someohe -threw a roll o-f -toilet- ^>a^er a-t 
somebody else, ahd wi+hih about- -ft-fteeh secohds i+ 
was a +o+a! madhouse. 


Id Ve beeh Jus-t -fihe, but - 




























La+er +K<*+ a-f+erhooh +he f>rihcq>al oh +be 
loudspeaker ahd said +Ka+ -from how oh, were ohly 
allowed +o brih^ -five scares o-f -t’oile-h paper +o 
school a day. Xh<*+ seems like a pre-Hy ridiculous 
rule, because X doh-t - khow ANYONE who cah 
^e+ by oh -five squares. 


Yes+erday a -few kids 30+ cau^hi brihgih^ ih more 
•+b<*h +hey were supposed +o, so how -the teachers 
are checkih^ our ba^s wheh we come ih -through 
-the froh+ doors ih +be morhihcj. 



Xhursday 

By +he -time +he prihcipal se-|- +h<»+ -five-square 
limi+ Iasi week, Xd already s+ocked my locker wi+h 
abou+ -twehiy rolls. 
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Xhe +eachers do rahdon checks oh kids’ lockers 
how, ahd X khew sooher or la+er -they were ^ohha 
•fihd ny secre+ s+ash. 



X wah+ed +o make sure ny su^ly las+ed +o +he 
ehd o-f +he school year, so X heeded +o -figure ou-f- 
how +o ^ro-tec+ i+. 


X decided +he ohly way +o do THAT was +o have 
a s+all ih -+he ba+hroon all +o nysel-f, ahd +o keep 
ny +oile+ paper hiddeh ih -there. 


So oh Mohday X picked a s+all +ha‘l' was pre-Hy 
cleah ahd locked +he door. Xheh X crawled 
uhderhea+h i+ +0 c^e+ out\ 
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Hex+ X sliced sone old speakers X trou^K+ 
■from hone oh +he -floor ih -frohf- o-f -the -foile+ -to 
make i+ look like +he sf-all was occupied. 



E-Very -fine X heeded +o ose -the ba+hroon -this 
week, X warfed +o make sore ho ohe was arouhd, 
■fheh X crawled ohderhea+h ry s+all door. X+ 
was like X had a -fity li-f-fle a^ar+neh+ ih -there. 
Xh -fac+, X wish Xd -thou^h+ o-f -this idea a 

loh^ -fine a<^o. 

(/TaaauhUu/) 
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Eor a -few days ny sys+em worked ^rea+. Ho ohe 
eVeh TRIED +o use my priva+e s+all. 



Bu+ +Keh X -for^o+ +o pick ohe o-f -the spare 
shoes up o-f-f +he ^rouhd; ahd X ^uess +ha+ 
mus+Ve looked pre++y suspicious -from +he ou+side. 







































X+ wash + lohg before ^eo^le -figured ou+ X was 
hoardihg ^ualHy +oile+ ^>d^>er, ahd +hihgs -fell 
a^ari pre-Hy quickly after -tXa-h 



Fri day 

X +hihk what -the s+udeh+s learhed -from the +oile+ 
^•a^er ex^eriehce is +ha+ i-f we waht some+hihg, 
were gohha have -to raise +he mohey oh our owh. 

So las+ week +he s+udeh+ couhcil braihs+ormed ideas 
■for a class -fuhdraiser. Xhe Vice Presideht, Hilary 
Pihe, said we should have a car wash, ahd the 
Secretary, Olivia Pavis, said we should do a giah+ 
yard sale. 
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sell caramel ^>o 
ei+ker Rowley didvvt k<*Ve kis walkie-talkie up loud 
ehou^k or everybody was jus+ i^horih^ me. 





Eu^ehe Ellis suc^es+ed a pro wres+lihcj ma+ck ih 
■+ke ^ym, <*hd Javah Hill came up wi+k +ke idea o-f 
a mo+ocross s+uirvt skow. B>u+ -tkey couldh+ decide 
wkick idea +key liked be-Her, so +key se++led oh a 
mixed mo+ocross/wres+lih^ eVeh+. 


















X +hihk £-ugehe realized i+ was ^ohha +ake a lo+ 
o-f work +o ^ull some+hih^ like +ha+ o-f-f, so he 
assigned i+ +o his Vice ?resi<ieh+. Hillary -forneci a 
Euhdraisih^ Commi-Kee ahd ^o-l - her -friehds oh +he 
s+udeh+ couhcil +o joih i+. 


Oh Mohday, Hilary re^or+ed back +o +he s+udehi 
coohcil ahd said +ha+ eVery+hih^ -for -the eVehi was 
^>lahhed bu+ -tha+ -the Euhdraisihcj Commi-Hee had 
made a few ' small chah^es +o +he ongihal idea. 



Somehow +he mo+ocross/wres+lih^ eVeh+ morphed 

ih+o a VALENTINE'S DAY dahce. E-t^ehe ahd 
+he o+her ^uys wah+ed +o chah^e i+ tack, bu+ 
Mrs. Birch said +hey had +o res^ec+ -the decisioh 
o-f +he Fohdraisih^ Commi-H-ee. Xm sort +he +ru+h 
is +ha+ she wash-|- really crazy abou+ +he idea o-f 
mo+orized vehicles ih +he ^ym +0 be^ih wi+h. 
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e Valeh+ihe’s Pa^ 
dahce, i+s dll airyohe cah -talk abou+ a+ school. 

"The c^irls seen really exci+ed, ahd -they’re -trea+ihcj 
i+ like sone sor+ o-f niddle school ^>ron. 


E-Ver sihce word 30+ ou+ abou+ +h 



"There’s already a Pahce Conni+-tee, which 
Rowley 30+ ihVrted "to be oh sihce hes +he Social 
Chairpersoh. Xh> jus+ ^lad +here’s sone nale 
re^reseh+a+ioh oh +ha+ conni-H-ee, because i-f 
+he ^irls have +heir way, Kriss+iha will be +he 
eh+er+aihneh+ -for +he hi^h+. 


Mos-t- o-f -the boys couldh’i care less abou+ -the 
dahce. Xve heard a bohch o-f ^uys sayi)r\g -there s 
ho way -they re c^ohha ^>ay -three bucks +0 ^o +0 
a dahce ih -the school ^ynhasiun. Bu+ +ha+ all 
charged earlier -this week wheh -+he -firsi Cahdy 
Grans <^0+ hahded ou+ ih honeroon. 
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XKe Cahdy Grans are ihVi+a+iohS +o +he Valeh+ihes 
Pay dahce, ahd +Ke Pahce Conni-Kee s+ar+ed 
sellihc^ +hen a+ luhch +he o+her day. X/ you ^ay 
+weh+y—five ceh+s, you cah sehd a Cahdy Gran +o 
ahyohe you wahi, ahd Bryce A^dersoh 30+ ohes 
•from a+ leas+ -five drf-fereh+ cjirls ri^K+ o-f-f +he ta+. 









Af+er firs+ wave of Cahdy Grams 30+ 
delivered , some of +he boys who didh + ^e+ ohe 30+ 
jealous o-f +Le c^uys who DID. How all o-f a suddeh 
EVERYONE wah+s +o 30 +o -the dahce because 
ho ohe wah+s +o be left ou+. So yes+erday a+ 
luhcK -there was a bia rush oh Cahdy Grams. 



Like X said bt-fort, -there are more boys -thah 
^irls ih my ^rade -this year, ahd X +hihk a lo+ o-f 
^uys are hervous -they re hot- ^ohha ehd u^> wi+h a 
da+e +o -the dahce. So most - o-f -the boys are ac+ih0 
really differeht - whehever a ^irl is arouhd. 


A+ luhch, ^uys usually -take s^oohfuls o-f masked 
oes ahd -flick -them uy a+ 
ahd ^e+ -them +o S+ick. 



the ceilih^ +o -try 
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Poh + eVeh ask me WWAT +he^ ^>u+ ih +Ke 
^o+d+oes mdkes +Ken s+ick like -thd-h 



Some+ines X -for<^e+ +o look u^> be-fore X fihd d 
^>ldce +o si+. 



Xhe ^irls really hd+e +he mdsKed po+d+o +Kih^, 
dhd +h<*+s wly -they si+ oh +he o+Ker side of +Ke 
cd-fe+erid. Bu+ how +he bo^s khow +heyre ho+ 
^ohhd ^e+ ohe of +he ^irls +o cjo wi+h +hem +o 
+Ke d<*hce if +Key dc+ like jerks. 
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X cah -fell i+s hard -for a lo+ o-f +he boys +o l>e 
ma+ure ih -froh+ o-f +he ^irls. So some ^uys are 
ac+ih^ oo+ wheh +here areh + ahy ^irls aroohd. 


Vslere ih +he middle o-f a baske+ball uhi+ ih Phys 
u* wi+h +he 31'rls ^layih^ oh ohe side o-f +he ay i 
ahd +he boys oh +he o+her. *The o+her day +his 
kid hamed Ah+hohy Rehfrew +hou 3^+ i+ would be 
^>re++y -fuhhy i-f he ^>ah+sed Pahiel ReVis wheh he 
was shoo+ihcj -free +hrows. 



F-Verybody laughed exce^>+ -for Pahiel, bu+ la+er oh 
Pahiel 30+ Ah+hohy back wheh he was 301'h^ -for 
a layu^>. Af+er +ha+ i+ was a -free-for-all, wi+h 
everyohe ^ah+sih^ eVeryohe else. So +hih^s have 
beeh AWFUL sihce +heh. 
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How eVeryohes so ^arahoid atou+ cje-Hih^ ^>ah+sed 
+Ka+ ho ohe will eVeh s+ahd u^> dorih^ our 
taske+tall scrimmages. 



X*ve eveh s+ar+ed wearih^ +wo pairs of shor+s 
uhder my swea+pah+s for ex+ra ihsurahce. 



XKih^s have ^o-Heh so tad +ha+ Vice Prihcipal 
Roy came ih+o "the cjym +oday +o lec+ure ■the toys. 
He said +his was ho lau^R'h^ ma++er ahd +Ka+ 
ahyohe cau^hi pah+sih^ aho+her s+udeh-l- would 


te suspehded. 
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Bu± Vice Prihci^al Roy sKouldve wa+cKed wKere K< 
was s+ahdih^, because some kid shuck uhder +Ke 
bleacKers ahd 30+ Kin ^>re-Hy ^ood. 



VJKoeVer did i+ escaped before Vice Prihci^al Roy 
could ca+cK Kim. VTo ohe khows -for sure wKo i+ 
was, bu+ +Ke hane +Key re usih^ -for +Ke cjuy is 
+Ke Mad Pah+ser. 


'Tuesday 

X+s beeh abou^ a week sihce +Key ih+roduced +Kese 
Cahdy Grans, ahd Xm ^e-Hihc^ a li-Hle cohcerhed 
+Ka+ X K<*veh+ ^o-Heh ohe ye+. Xve hever -fluh^ 
^>o+a+oes oh +Ke ceilih^ ahd XVe hever ^ah+sed 
ahyohe ih ny life, so X doh+ khow wKa+ a cjuy 
heeds +o do +o ingress a ^irl +Kese days. 
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1+ seems like every ^uy ih my homeroom has 

^of+eh a Cahdy Gram. iXveh Travis H'ckey 30+ 
ohe, ahd he ll eaf a crusf o-f ^iz.z.a ou+ o-f a frash 
cah i-f you c^ive him a c|uar+er. 



Uhcle Gary was ^layih^ his com^o+er <^ame ih my 
room +he o+her hi^hf., ahd X +old hirn abouf -the 
Valeh+ihes Pay dahce ahd +he Cahdy Grams. Believe 
i+ or hof, he ^ave me some really ^ood advice. 


Uhcle Gary -fold me +he bes+ way +o ^e+ a <yrls 
a-H-eh+ioh is by makihg yoorsel-f look ' uhaVailable. 
He said whaf X should do is boy a buhch o-f 
Cahdy Grams ahd have -them all delivered +o 
MYSELF so +he ^irls would fhi^k X was a really 
hof ^>ro^erfy. 
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X ^>robabl^ should ve +hou^h+ abou-l - +alkih0 +0 
Uhcle G<xry a lo+ earlier. Hes beeh married 
some+hihc^ like -four -times already so hes ah 
EXPERT oh rela+iohshi^s. 



Grams, ahd -foda^ ih homeroom +he^ were delivered 
+o me. 



I just- ho^>e +his works, because +ha+ +wo bucks 
was my luhch r*>ohey. 
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Friday 

By Vledhesday Xd blowh -through -five dollars, 
ahd X realized if X ke^>+ buyih^ Cahdy Grans 
•for nyself, X was ^ohha s+arve +o dea+lv So 
X decided +o actually toy a Cahdy Gran -for a 
GIRL ahd see how -tXa-1- weh-h 


Yes+erday a+ luhch X tou^K+ a Cahdy Gran ahd 
seh+ i+ +o Adriahhe Sin^soh, who si+s +hree rows 
away -from ne ih C-h^lish. Bu+ X didh'l’ wah+ +o 
risk ny whole cjuar+er oh ohe ^trsoY\, so X nade 
X 30+ ny noheys wor+h. 


sure 


Dear Adr ianne, 

It would be “sweet” if 
you’d go with me to the 
Valentine’s Day dance! 

Signed, 


P-S- IP +Ke answer is > 
no, please hand K cfiy 
->is+o Julia Vfs 


W 
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Adriahhe ahd Julia were bo+h givihg me dir+y looks 
wheh X walked ih+o class +oday, so Xn assunih^ 
i+S a ho -from bo+h o-f +hem. 

X realized a Cahdy Gran ish + +he ONLY way 
+o ask a girl +o a dahce, +hough. "Theres a girl 
hamed Leighahh Marlow who si+s ih +he sane chair 
•for homeroom +ha+ X si+ ih -for bjis+ory class. So 
X wro+e her a ho+e oh my desk, ahd i+ didh ■+ 
cos+ ne a ceh+. 


Uh-for+uha+ely, X forgo+ +h<*+ af+er-school 
de+eh+ioh is held ih +he sane roon as H'S+ory, 
so sone noroh junked ih wi+h ah ahswer before 
Leighahh eVeh had a chahce +o read my ho+e. 


f Hi Leigkann- 
If' you are looking 
for someone +o do 
to +he dance wi+h y 
JuSt lc+ me know 
by wri+incj back. 

Greg Heffley 


*0, O/m. fco'VuUL, 

J?3Ufc rrvo?t ircd&njL6*2(5L i/*\. 

fl**'*^' ^ tfuL d2amoL ul&K AJCXJL. 

(^iL^Puxnrvrv j 

-J)ear Greg 

s( e s I wfll 30 +0 
j.we <Aai>Ce w«+f> you 
and PS. wfll you marry 

me? 

MAR Had 
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Xm ^>re++y hervous, because i+ seems like +here 
areh+ really a lo+ o-f ^irls lef+ +o choose -from a+ 
+his poih+. 


Ohe ^irl who doesh’+ have a da+e ye+ is Erika 
Herhahdez.. She Jus+ broke u^ wi+h her boy-friehdj 
+his kid framed Jamar Law, who is -[amus ifr our 
school -for ^e-Hih^ his head s+uck ifr a chair. "The 
Jafri+or eVefr hod +o cu+ him -free wi+h a hacksaw. 
X+s ifr +he yearbook afrd eVery+hifr^. 



SL 


Sticky situation: Jamar Law gets a little help from Mr. Lewis after 
getting his head stuck in a chair during Mrs. Moran’s art class. 


Erika is really ^re++y afrd frice, so dofr+ ask me 
wha+ she was +hifrkifr^ whefr she s+ar+ed ^oifrcj ou+ 
wi+h a doo-fus like Jamar. 














She WOULD be a+ -the o-f my lis+ -for +he 
dahce. Bu+ Xh> worried +h<*+ i-f -thih^s worked ou+ 
be+weeh me ahd her, Xd always be -thihkih^ abou+ 
her ex-boy-friehd ahd X wouldrrl" be able +o ^e+ 
^>as+ i+. 

f /OU MAY 
NOW KISS 
\THE BRIDE! 



"The 'Xrika bjerhahdez. si+ua-hoh has r»>ade me 
wohder wha+ o+her ^irls mi^b»+ have a Jamar Law 
ih -their ^>as+. X+s hard +0 kee^> -track o-f who 
has c^ohe ou+ wi+h who ih ry school, ahd +ha+s 
in^or+ah+ ih-forma-hoh wheh you re lookih^ -for a 
da+e +o -the dahce. So X drew a chart - -to see 
how tryout ih my tirade is cohhec+ed. 
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Xve s+ill 30+ a loh^ way -to op, bu+ heres +he 
ihcon^>le+e Versioh. 



Xhe person Xr»> worried abou+ is a toy honed 
'E-Vah VJhi+ehead. X*Ve heard K»m tra^ih^ +h<*+ 
hes kissed a buhch of di-f-ferehi ^irls ih ny cjrade. 
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B>u+ las+ week he 30+ seh+ home -from school 
because he had "the chickeh ^>ox, which I d;dh+ 
eveh khow you could s+ill GET ahymore. So who 
khows WOW mahy 31'rls E-Vah’s ilrvfec+ed. 



Ohe <yrl X^ f>re++y sure E-Vah hever kissed is 
Julie Vlebber, because shes beeh ^oih^ OU+ wi+h 
E-d Horwell sihce +he -fifth ^rade. 3u+ Xve 
heard +heir rela+iohshif> is a liTHe shaky -these 
days, so Xm ^ohha do wha+ X cah +0 hel^> s^eed 

+ h' h 3 s aloh^. /YOU CAN DO\ 

BETTER : 
TUAN WIN? j 

T 
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Tuesday 

Uhcle Gary +old ne +K<»+ i-f T wah+ a ^irl +o 30 
+o +he dahce wi+h me, T n ^ohha have +o ask her 
■face—h>-face. XVe beeh +ryihg +o avoid ■+ha+, bu+ 
T +hihk he’s probably ri^h+. 


"There’s a ^irl hamed Pey+oh £.llis who X*Ve always 
kihd o-f had a crush oh, ahd wheh X saw her 
drihkih^ -from +he wa+er -fouh+aih yes+erday, 

X s+ood -there ahd waited f>atiehtly -for her to 
■fihish. But Peytoh mustve seeh me out o-f the 
corher o-f her eye ahd realized X was ^ohha ask 
her to the dahce, so she just ke^>t drihkihc^ ahd 
drihkih^ while X stood there like a do^>e. 




I^Vehtually, the bell rahc^ ahd we both had to ^o 
+o class. 


US 




















X barely khow Pey+oh, so naybe •+ was a bad idea 
+o +ry ahd ask her ahyway. X realized X should 
probably s+ick wi+h ^irls who Xve 30+ some kihd of 
a cohhec+ioh wi+h. Xhe -fi'rsH - ^ersoh -j-o cone +o nihd 
was Be+hahy Breeh, ny lab ^ar+her ih Sciehce. 


Bu+ X doh+ +hihk X Ve nade Such a ^ood 
in^ressioh oh Be+hahy. VleVe ih +he niddle of our 
aha+on^ uhi+, ahd -for +he ^>as+ -few days weVe 
beeh dissec+ih^ -frogs. Xh> really s<^ueanish wheh 
i+ cones +o +ha+ sor+ o-f +hihg, so X Jus+ le+ 
Be+hahy do +he dissec+ihg while X s+ahd oh +he 
o+her side of +he roon +ryih^ ho+ +o -throw u^>. 


/GAG GAG 

VGAG 



^53 



Seriously, -though; ih 'this day ahd a^e X doh + 
khow why were s+ill cu+tih^ o^>eh frogs +o see 
whaVs ihside -then. 















X-f somebody -tells me -there's a heart ahd ih+es+ihes 
ihside a frog, 1' m willih0 +o -take +heir word -for i+. 

X was ^>re++y ha^y X 30+ paired u^> wi+h 
Be+hahy as lab ^ar+hers. X remember back ih 
elemeh+ary school, wheheVer a -teacher picked a boy 
ahd a ^irl -to do some+hi*^ +o^e+her, all -the o+her 

kids would 30 CRAZY. 



Vslheh X 30+ picked +0 be lab ^ar+hers wi+h 
Be+hahy, X was ho^ihg -for some kihd o-f reac+ioh 
■from +he res+ o-f +he class. Bu+ X ^uess zvtryoftzs 
ou+^rowh +ha+ s+u-f-f. 
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/''"woo wooA 

\ RIGHT GUYS? / 




'E-Veh -though X haveh + ir^ressed B>e+havy wi+h 
ry dissec+ioh skills, X s+ill X mi 3K+ 

have a sho+ wi+h her. X doh-+ wah+ +0 bra^ or 
ary+hiV^, bu+ X WAVE beeh a ^>re+-ty Kil<*rioos 
lab ^ar+her. 


LOOK AT ME! 
HEE HEE HEE! 



A+ 'the ehd o-f +he da^ ^es+erday, X walked u^> 
+0 Be+hary wheh she was ^e-H-ih^ her coa+ 00+ 
o-f her locker. 
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X admi+ X was a li+-He hervous -talkih^ +o her 
eVeh +houcjh we s^ehd {or+y—fivz mihu+es every 
day as lab ^ar+hers. B>u-|- be-fore X go+ a sihc^le 
word 00+, X s+ar+ed -thihkihc^ aboui -the -frogs. 
So X doh + +hihk i+s c^ohha work ou+ be+weeh me 
ahd her. 



Las+ hi^K+ wheh X was +ellihc^ Uhcle Gary abou+ 
wKa-|- ha^ehed a+ school, he said my problem 

oh my owh a 

heed a wihcjmah +0 hel^> me look ^ood ih -froh+ o-f 
+he 31'rls so i+s easier +0 ask ohe ou+. 




VJell, X +hihk Rowley would be a PERFECT 
wih^mah -for me, because he makes me look 
Jus+ by beih^ himsel-f. 
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Xoday X asked Rowley +0 he my wih^mah, i)u+ he 
didh+ really uhders+ahd -the cohce^+. So X +old 
him i+S jus+ like heih<^ my cam^aiejh mahacjer, to+ 
■for +he dahce. 


/77\n^ 



Rowley said mayhe we coo Id U EACH OTMER's 
wih^mah ahd hel^> each o+her ^e+ a da+e +0 +he 
dahce, bu+ X said we should do -this ohe ^ersoh 

my 

si+ua+ioh +akeh care o-f •firs'l’, because c^e-Hih^ 
Rowley a da+e +0 +he dahce could ehd u^> 
a loh^-+erm ^rojec+. 



a+ a -time. X -feel like we heed +0 ^e+ 
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Vie cjaVe -the wih^mah +hih^ a -trial ruh a+ luhch, bu+ 
X +hihk +heres s+ill a lo+ o-f room -for im^roVemeh+. 


/I HEARD GREG\ 
( HEFFLEY HAS REALLY 
V STRONG MUSCLES. / 



II II III 


Xhursday 

Oh +he walk home -from school -today, Rowley -told 
me he heard -from a ^irl oh -the Pahce CommiT+ee 
-that - A lyssa Grove jus+ broke u^> wi+h her 
boy-friehd ahd is lookih^ -for a da+e -to -the dahce. 


See, that"S EXACTLY why X made Rowley my 
wih^mah. Alyssa is ohe o-f -the most- ^o^olar ^irls 
ih my school, So X was c^ohha have +o act - <^oick 
be-fore ohe o-f +he o+her goobers ih my class 30+ 
+0 her. 


izi 
















VJheh X 30+ Kone X called Al^ssas hunter ri^K+ 
t*w<y, tu+ ho ohe was -there. Xhe ahswerih^ nacKihe 
picked u^> really -fast-, ahd +he hex+ +Kih^ X khew 
X was leaVih^ a nessa^e. 



{ UN... YES... THIS IS 
GREG HEFFLEY 
SPEAKING... AND, 
UH, I'M CALLING 
REGARDING, UN... 


X hi+ +he ' ^>ouhd ke^ oh -the ^>hohe so X could 
dele+e r\j nessacje ahd s+ar+ over. Bu-t n^ secohd 
nessa^e wash-t -thai cjrea+, ei+her. 


HELLO, THIS IS GREG\ 
HEFFLEY SPEAKING, \ 
AND IN TRYING TO \ 
REACH NELISSA TO 
SEE IF SHE WOULD / 
BE INTERESTED IN... /j 


































X nus+Ve recorded +weMy messages , because X 
wah+ed +o c^e+ i+ jus+ ri^K+. Bu+ Rowley was ih 
+Ke room wiTK me +ryih^ +o s+ay con^>le+ely slleh+, 
ahd wKehever X looked a+ Kin X Jus+ con^le+ely 
los+ i+. _ 



A-k+er a wKile ne ahd Rowley were jus - !' +o+ally 
KaVih^ -fuh ahd ^oo-fih^ arouhd. 


HELLO, THIS IS ROWLEY 
JEFFERSON, AND I'M 
CALLING ON BEHALF OF 





































X khew +here was ho way X could leave a serious 
message while Rowley was a+ my house, so X 
dele+ed +he last - ohe ahd huh^ u^> +he ^>hohe. X 
•figured X mi<jh+ as well jus+ wait- uh+il -tomorrow 
morhihc^ ahd •+al)c -to Alyssa ih ^ersoh. 


But- wha+ X didh+ khow was tW hi-H-ih^ +he 
"^ouhd" key didh+ dele+e my messages oh -the 
Groves Voice nail sys+em -the way i-t does oh ours. 
So after dihher +ohi^h+ -there was a khock oh 
■the door, ahd it" was Alyssas fa+her. 


Mr. Grove -told Pad -that" me ahd my friehd had 
left - -twehty ^>rahk messages oh his machihe ahd 
-that - hed a^recia+e i+ if we heVer called his 
house a^aih. 



So X ^uess X™ c^ohha have -to scra+ch Alyssa 
off my list - . 
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Mohday 

Uhcle Gary +old me i-f X really wah+ +0 sehd "the 
ricjh‘1' si^hals +o <yrls a+ school, X mi^h+ cohsider 
my 

hew shiri or hew shoes always makes him -feel more 
coh-fideh+, ahd i+ mi<^h+ work -for me, +oo. 


wardrobe. He said +ha+ wearih^ a 



Xhe +hih^ is, X really doh + MAVE a lo+ o-f hew 
clo+hes. X d say abou+ °i 0 % o-f every+hih^ X wear 
is a hahd~me~dowh -from Rodrick. Horn would say 
+ha+s ah exa^era+ioh, bu+ all you have +o do is 
check +he +a^s ih my uhderwear -for ^roo-f . 



X hever really cared 
how Uhcle Gary has 
is holdihg me back. 


much abou+ wha+ X wore, bu+ 
me wohderih^ i-f my wardrobe 
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Iks weekehd X asked Mon i-f we could 30 ou+ ahd 
^e+ ne sone hew jeahs ahd shoes so X could really 
look shar^> a+ school, tu+ +he nihu+e X said i+ X 
wished X could +ake i+ tack. 


Mon ^aVe ne a loh<^ Speech atou+ how kids ih 
niddle school -focus +00 nuch oh a^earahces, ahd 
how i-f we s^eh-l - hal-f +he -tine oh acadenics -fha+ we 
do oh decidihg wha+ +0 wear, our couh+ry wouldhi 
te rahked +weh+y—fi-f+h ih -the world ih na+h. 


X shouldve khowh Mon wouldh+ ruh ri<^h+ 00+ 
ahd tuy ne a whole tuhch o-f hew clo+hes. Xh 
■fac+, wheh Mon was oh +he PTA, she s+ar+ed a 
^>ushih^ -for sc 
read sone ar+icle +ha+ said kids who wear uhi-forns 
do te++er ih acadenics. 



hool u)r\i-forns tecause shed 
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Luckily, she didh + ^e+ ehou^h si^ha+ures, bu+ 

my mom was 

s+ar+ed -the school uhi-form ^e-trhoh, ahd -there was 
a s+re+ch of a -few weeks where X had +o wai-t a 
hal-f hour a+ -the ehd of each day be-fore i+ was 
safe +o walk home. 


ihe ohe whc 


word ao+ arouhd -that - 



Sihce Mom wouldhi -fake me ou+ clo+hes sho^ih^, 
X decided +o s+art- ^>okihcj arouhd +he house -to 
see if -there was ahy-thihc^ cool X could wear. 


X s+ar+ed by ^oih^ -through Rodricks dresser 
drawers, but - X doh-t -thihk we have -the same 
+as-te wheh i+ comes +o clo+hes. 
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Uhcle Gary -hold me X should look ih Pads close-L 
because some+imes ^rowh-u^s have "vih+a^e” 
s+u/T +ha+ looks cool. Xve heVer seeh Pad wear 

ih rv 

y- ‘ 


whole li-fe, bu+ X was willih^ 



Xhn ^lad Uhcle Gary cjave ne +ha+ +i^>, because 
believe i+ or ho+, X -fouhd EXACTLY wha+ X was 
lookih^ -for ih +he back o-f Pads close+. 
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1+ was a BLACK LEATHER JACKET. Xve 

hever seeh Pad wear i+, so X -figured he mus+Ve 
bou^h+ i+ before X was borh. 



X i+ oh ahd weh+ dowhs+airs. Pad seemed 
^>re+-ty surprised +o see his old lea+her jacket, 
ahd he said he bou^h+ i+ back wheh he was firs+ 
da+ih^ Mom. 
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1 asked Pad i-f X could borrow i+, ahd He said He 
didh + heed i+ ahynore so i+ was OK by Kin. 



Uhfor+uha+ey, Mon washd - oh board wi+H H-^e 
idea. SKe said +He jacket was way +oo ex^ehsive 
for a niddle scHool s+udeh+ +o wear ahd +Ka-1- X 
ni<^H+ dana^e i+ or lose i+. 



X "told Her +Ha+ wash-I" fair , because i+ was Jus+ 
si++ih^ ih +He closed ^a+Herih^ dus+, so i+ didh + 
really na+ter i-f sone 
Mon said +He Jackei seh+ +He "wroh^ nessa^e" ahd 
+Ha+, besides, i+ wash-1- a wih+er coa+. So sHe +old 
ne +o j>u+ i+ back ih +He u^>s+airs closed. 


+Kih^ ha^ehed +o /+. Bu+ 
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Btr+ wheh X was ih +he shower -this morhih^, X 
Jus+ couldh + s+o^> ■fKihkih^ ahou+ how awesome i+ 
would te +0 wear +ha+ +0 school. X khew X 

could ^rotaty sheak i+ ou+ o-f +he house ahd ^>u+ i+ 
tack ih +he closei la+er wi+hou+ Mom eVeh ho+icihc^. 

Mahvy break-fas+; 

weh+ u^s+airs, ^ratted +he jacket, ahd sliced 
ou+ +he -froh+ door. 





Xhe -firsi +hih^ X have +0 s<xy is, Mom was ric^h+ 
atou+ +he jacket ho+ beih^ a wih+er coa+. 
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"Thai +hi>>3 didh + have ahy sor+ of lihih^^ ahd 
halfway +o school X was s+ar-hh^ +o really re^re+ 
my decisioh. 





My gloves were ih my wih+er coa+ a+ home, ahd 
my hahds were FREEZING. So X shoved ■them 
ih -the ^ocke+s of +he jacke-l - , bu+ -there was 
sone+hih^ ih each ohe. 



"Ihere was a really cool ^air of avia+or subclasses 
ih ohe of -the ^ocke+s, so -that- was a bohus. Xh 
■the o+her -there was ohe of -those pict-ure strips 
you a+ a ^>ho+o too+h ih -the mall. 
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A+ -firs+ X didn't reco^hize +he ^>eo^le ih +he 

^ic-h<re, bu+ +heh X realized i+ was Mon ahd Pad. 



ly wish X hadh + seeh -tha-h ri<jh+ after 


X reall 
ea+iha t>reak‘A*S'+ 
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VJheh X 30+ +0 school, every head -turhed ih my 
direc+ioh as X walked dowh +he Railway. 



Xh -fac+, X 30+ so much a++eh+ioh +h<*+ X 
decided +0 kee^> +he Jacket oh +he res+ of +he 
day. X fel+ like a whole hew ^>ersoh ih homeroom. 



A -few mihu+es before +he bell rahcj +0 s+art- +he 
day, +here was a loud khockih^ oh +he li++le 
wihdow ih +he door. 
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X jos+ ot)ou+ had a heart - a-H-ack when X saw who 
i+ was. 


p85n8| 

POUND 

POUND 



Vlheh -+he -l-eacher opehed +he door, Hon walked 
s+rai<^h+ +o r\y desk ahd made ne hahd over Pads 
lea+her iacke+ ih -frohi o-f everyohe. 



X "told Hon i+ was -too cold ou+side -for ne -to 
walk hone wi+hoo+ a jacket, So she ^aVe ne HER 
wih+er coa+ -to wear. 
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X wash+ +oo ha^>py *1)00+ -the Srtua+ioh, birt 01+ 
leas+ X was warn oh -the way hone. 



Vledhesday 

By how everybody a-t school has heard aboirt +he 
^oy whose Mon nade hin wear her wih+er coa+. So 
-this is ^ohha nake i+ a lo+ harder -for ne +0 -fihd 
a da+e +0 -the dahce. 
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Thais w^y XVe decided my besi shoi is +o -fake 
Someohe who DOESN'T <^o +o my school +o ihe 
dahce. Ahd X ihihk XW -fouhd ihe ^>erfec+ place 
+o look* church. 


Xve heard +ha+ +he s+udeh+s a+ +he church school 
ihihk ihe kids who 30 +o public school are pre-Hy 
+ou^h* So wheheVer X ruh ih+o ohe o-f my -friehds 
ai churchy X make sure +o play i+ real cool ih 
■frohi o-f +he church kids. 



Receh+ly, Mom has become -friehds wi+h Mrs. 
S+rih^er ai church because +hey boih worked oh 
ihe Fall Fair Commi-Hee. 
















Xhe S-trih^ers have -two kids who 30 +0 +he church 
school, a boy haned VJesley ahd a ^irl haned 
Laurel. Xve hever actually seeh VJesley, so he nus+ 
be dowh ih -|-he baseneh-t wi+h +he o+her liTtle kids 


Auriga rkurrh. 
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MR. LAUREL MRS. 

STRINGER STRINGER STRINGER 


A "few hi<^h+s a^o Mon ihvi+ed 'the whole S-trih^er 
•fanily over +0 our house -for dihher -this Triday. 

X +hihk shes ho^ih^ Mahhy ahd Vslesley will click 
ahd Mahhy cah be -friehds wi+h a real live ^>ersoh 
•for ohce. 


Bu+X cah see a real o^ortuhity here -for ME. 
Laurel is ih ny ^rade, ahd shes be-Her lookih^ 
+hah nos+ o-f +he ^irls ih ny class. So -this dihher 
could really chah^e ny for+uhes. 
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-the house ready 
be-fore -the S+nVujers cane over, ahd wheh X -took 
a look arouhd, X realized Xd be+-ter pi'-l-cK ih, -too. 



Xhere were enbarrassih^ -thihgs all over -the 
place. For s+ar-ters, we s+ill had our Chris+nas 
-tree up ih -the livih^ roon. X+ was -too nuch work 
+o disnah+le rt, so ne ahd Pad Jus+ shoved i+ ih 
+he <^aracje. 



Xhere were dialers -taped oh all -the corners of 
our fanily roon furhi-ture +ha-t were left over fron 
wheh Mon baby-proofed "the house af-ter Mahhy 
s+ar+ed crawlih^. 
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She used ^ackih^ +a^>e +o hold +he didders ih 
^>lace, ahd THAT wash-I" easy +o ^e+ o-f-f. 



Uhcle Gary was oh +he couch ih +he -family room 
iakih^ a ha^ so we jus+ covered hin wi+h a shee+ 
ahd ho^>ed hotody would wah+ +o si+ -there. 



Hex+ was +he ki+cheh. "There s a bulle-Wh board oh 
-the wall with di-ffereh-t cer+i-fica+es ahd ribbohs 
+ha+ Mom has ^iveh us kids over -the years. 



































E-Very+hih^ wi+h my ha me oh i+ is really lame, so 
X +ook i+ o-f-f +he wall ahd Kid i+ ih +he ^ah+ry. 
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° cKemeuuork Without Tears ° 
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I can : 
dress [ 
myself/ 
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S So 


+Ke +ime +he S+n'h^ers showed u^>, wed -tokeh 
care o-f all -the major s+u-ff. +he visi+ 30+ o-f-f 
+0 a really shaky s-tor+. You remember how X said 
Mahhy was a-fraid o-f some kid a+ church who ac+ed 
like a vampire? Vlell, i+ -torhs ou+ +ha+ kid was 
Vlesle 













































So a try hope Hon had o-f Hahty nakih^ a hew 
■friehd was con^le-tely ou+ -the wihdow. Hahty 
skived dihher ahd speh+ +he res+ o-f +he hi^K+ 
hidih^ ih KiS tedroon^ which X wish X cooldve 
dohe, kecause Hon nade a -fahy neal +o ingress 
our c^ues't’S. 


X+ was crean of noshroon chickeh wi+h asparagus 
oh -top. X khow asparagus is supposed +o ke really 
cjood -for you, ku+ +o ne i+s like kyp+ohi+e. 


X didh*+ wah+ "to look uhsophis+ica+ed ih -froh-l- 
o-f Laurel, +hou<^h, so X decided +o jus+ close ny 
tyts, pluc^ ny hose, ahd choke i+ dowh. 



talked akou+ poli+ics ahd s+u-f-f 
+ha+ wash+ all +ha+ ih+eres+ih^, ahd ne ahd 
Laurel jus+ had +o si+ +here ahd lis+eh. 


Xhe ^rowh-ups 
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Mon +old Mrs. S+rih^er abou+ sone fahcy 
res+aurah'l’ she ^oes +o wi+L Pad wKeh +hey have 
a "da+e hi<^L+/’ ahd Mrs. S+rih^er said +Ka+ sKe 
ahd Ker Kusbahd cah heVer 30 00+ for dither 
oh weekehds because Laurel is always off doih^ 
sone+bwhc^ wi+K friehds ahd -they cah-+ fihd a 
reliable babysi++er for VJesley. 



X +old Mrs. S+rih^er +La+ i-f +Key ever heed a 
babysi++er^ +Ley should call fME. 



X -figured i+s a way -to <je+ ih ^ood wi+L +he 
S+rih^ers ahd ^e+ ^aid doih^ i+. Mon liked +he 
idea, +00, ahd sKe said babysi-Hih^ would be a 
^rea+ ex^eriehce for ne. Mrs. S+rihc^er seened 
^>re-Hy in^ressed, ahd sKe asked if X was free 
-tonorrow, so X +old Ker X was. 






X doh + wah+ +o ^e+ +oo far ahead o-f mysel-f 
here, bu+ X^ Sure ohe day X II be si-ttih^ arouhd 
wi+h +he S+rih^ers oh Xhahks^ivih^ ahd we II all be 
Iau<^hih0 abou-t - how X used +o babysii my bro+her- 
ih-law, VJesley, wheh X was ih middle school. 



Saiurda^/ 

Xohi^h+ Mom droned me o-f-f a+ +he S+rih^ers' 
house a+ 6 * 30 . 



Mrs. S+rihc^er said Laurel had already ^ohe +o a 
•friehds house, which kihd o-f s+uhk, because X was 
ho^ihc^ X mi<^h+ ^e+ +o see her -for a -few mihu+es 
ahd +alk +o her aboui +he dahce. 
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Mrs. S+rih^er said X should ^>u+ VJesley +o bed 
3*00 ahd +ha+ +heyd he h one arouhd TOO. Sh 
+old ne X could wa+ch TV uh+il +hey ^o-f hone 
ahd "to hel^> nysel-f +o afy+hilrvj ih +he -fridge. 


a+ 

e 



A/+er Mr. ahd Mrs. S+n'h^er left, i+ was jus+ 
ne ahd VJesle^. X asked VJesley i-f he wah+ed +0 
^>lay a hoard ^ane or sone+hih^ like -+ha+, hu+ he 
said he wah+ed +0 30 ou+ ih +he cjaracje ahd ^e+ 
his hike. 
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X +old Kin i+ was +oo col<l -to ride Kis tike outside, 
tu+ Ke said Ke wah+ed +0 ride i+ INSIDE. XKe 
S+rih^ers Kave a really hice Kouse, ahd X was 
^>re-Hy sure +Key didh’i wah+ Vlesley scra+cKihej 
+Keir Kardwood -floors. So X +old Kin we heeded +o 
■fihd sone+Kih^ else +o do. 


Vlesley Kad a Ko^e frh Af+er Ke called dowh Ke 
+old ne Ke wah+ed +o color ihs+ead. X asked Kin 
wKere Kis colorih^ s+o-f-f was, ahd Ke said i+ was 
+Ke lauhdry roon. Bu+ wKeh X weh+ +o op\ i+, 
Keard +Ke la+cK oh +Ke door lock teKihd ne. 



"TKeh X Keard +Ke ^aracje door o^eh, ahd +Ke 
hex+ +Kih^ X khew Vlesley was ridih^ aroohd +Ke 
ki+cKeh oh Kis tike. 
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X pouhded oh -+Ke door -for Kin +o le+ me ou+, to+ 
Ke jus+ labored me. 



Hex+ X Keard +Ke tmsemeh+ door o^>eh, ahd +Keh 
a rumt>lih0 souhd -followed by a HUGE crasK- X 
could Kear VJesley cryih^ a+ -|-Ke bo-Hom o-f +Ke 
s+airs, ahd X s+ar+ed +o ^>ahic because i+ souhded 
like Ke was really Kur+. 
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Bu+ +Keh Vlesley calned dowh, ahd X could hear 
Kin drat^ih^ his tike back u^> +o +he +o^> of -the 
s+airs. "Iheh he rode dowh -the s+airs ahd crashed 
a+ -the to'H'on AGAIN, -followed by MORE -fears. 


X an ho+ exa^era-fih0 wheh X "fell you -this weh+ 
oh for ah hour ahd a half. X +hou<^h+ Vlesley 
would wear hinself ou+, bu+ he heVer did. X 
renenbered +ha+ +he S+rih^ers said -they couldh*+ 
fihd a tatysi-t+er for Vlesley, ahd how +Ka+ was 
s+ar+ihg +o nake a lo-f of sehse. 





hmhble 

\umbi-c 

O 


^rash| 

f « V 
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X figured X was <^ohha have +0 ^uhisK Vlesley 
for lockih^ ne ih +he lauhdry roon ohce X 30+ 
ou+ of +here. Vlha+ he DESERVED was a ^ood 
s^ahkihc^, bu+ X figured +Ka+ probably wouldh-l - 
fly wi+h +he S+rih^ers. 
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X decided Xd ^ive VJesley a -Hme-oui, because 
+haVs wha+ my ^areh+s always did wheh X 
misbehaved as a li++le kid. Xh •fac+ i wheh X was 
lH~He X eVeh 30+ +ime-ou+s -from RODRlCK. 



The -fhih0 is, X h«*d idea Rodrick didh+ 
actually have -the AUTHORITY +o ^iVe me 
-Wme-ou-l’S. Ahd X cah + +ell you how mahy hours X 
locked ih +ha+ +ime-ou+ chair wheh Rodrick was 
babysi++iha me. 
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Ohe -fine X was +hrowih^ a tall ih +he house 
while X was hone alohe wi+h Rodrick, ahd X 
accideh+ally khocked over a weddihc^ ^ho+o o-f Mon 
ahd Pad. Rodrick ^ave ne a hal-f-hour +ine-oo+ 
■for THAT ohe. 



Vlheh Mon ahd Pad 30+ hone, +hey saw +he 
krokeh ^>ic+ure ahd asked which ohe o-f us had 
dohe i+. X "+old +hen i+ was ne tu+ +ha+ +hey 
didh+ heed +o ^ive ne a ^>uhishneh+, because Xd 
already 30-Heh a -h'ne-ou+ -fron RODRICK. 
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Bui Hon said +he ohl^ people who could hahd 
ou+ puhish^eh+s were her ahd Pad, so X ehded 
up servih^ a DOUBLE +ine-ou+ -for breakih^ 
+ha+ pic+ure. 



TRIPLE +ine-ou+ 

room. Bu+ i+ was 
^e++ih^ pre+-ty la+e, ahd X khew i+ would look 
bad i-f "+Ke S+rih^ers cane hone ahd X was s-ft'll 
locked Ihside. 



way ou+. 


was a spare 

deck, so X pushed wi+h all ny ni^h‘1' ahd ^aVe 
n^sel-f jus+ ehou^h roon +o squeeze -through ahd 
opeh +he door. 


•freezer blockih^ a door +o +he back 



So X s+ar+ed lookihg -for aho+her 


154 











1+ was really cold oo+side, ahd X was ohly 
wearihg a T - shir+ ahd f>ah+s. X +ried +o o^eh 
+Ke -froh+ door, to+ i+ was locked. 


X decided i-f X was ^ohha ca+cK +Kis kid o-f-f 
^oard, Xd heed +he eleneh+ o-f surprise. So 
X walked arouhd +he house ahd +ried all -the 
wihdows oh +he -firs + -floor oh+il X -fouhd ohe 
+W was ohlocked. X +heh pushed i+ o^>eh ahd 
crawled ihside. 



rr>Y^ rcrOr* rOrv, p 
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X lahded head-firs+ ih someohes bedroom, ahd a-f+er 
X looked arouhd X realized i+ mus+ be Laurels. 



Like X said, i+ was -freezihg cold ou+side, so X 
heeded +o warm u^> be-fore ^oihg a-f+er VJesle^. B>u+ 
X really re<^re+ +akih<^ a -few mihu+es +o do +ha+, 
because ih -the +ime X was ih Laurels room, Mr. 
ahd Mrs. S+rihger came home. 
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we cah dll Lave a ^ood cLockle al)ou+ 
■+Lis s+ory a+ some -fu+ure XLahksc^ivihg, +oo. Bu+ 
X +Lihk i+s ^ohha be a wLile be-fore Mr. S+rih^er 
is ready +o lau^L dbou+ +Lis ohe. 

Vledhesday 

A-f+er blowih^ ny cLahces wi+L Laurel S+rih^er, 

X ^>re-Hy nucL ^aVe u^> oh "fihdih^ Soneohe +o 
■take +o -fLe dahce. X+s ohly +Lree days away, 
ahd by how eVeryohe wLo’s ^oih^ is already 
paired u^> wi+L soneohe else. So X -figured Xd be 
s^ehdih^ Sa+urday hi^L+ a+ Lone ^>layih0 video 
^anes by nysel-f. 



— * —1 

f < l 




\ •* ^ 
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Bu+ yes+erday Rowley ^aVe ne sone hews after 
ohe of Lis Pahce Conni+tee nee+ih^S +La+ 

cLah 3 ed EVERYTHING. 
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He said Abigail Browh was u^>se+ durih^ +Ke 
mee+ih^ because +Ke boy sKe was ^oihcj wi+K, 
Michael Sam^soh, Kas a -family obli^a+ioh ahd Kad 
+o cahcel oh Ker. So how Abigail Kas a dress ahd 
ho ohe +o 30 +0 +Ke dahce wi+K. 

/T/V^ 



So +Ke s+acje is se+ -for me +0 swoo^> ih ahd be 
+Ke Kero. X "told Rowley +Kis was Kis bi<^ cKahce 
+0 come +Krou(^K as my wihgmah ahd Kook me u^> 

wi+K Abigail. 


TKe ■I'Kih^ is, Abigail doesh+ really khow me, ahd 
X kihd o-f doubled sKed 30 +0 +Ke dahce wi+K a 
yzrsoft sKe doesh+ khow. So X +old Rowley Ke 
sKould +ell Abigail +Ke +Kree o-f os coold 30 +0 +Ke 
dahce TOGETHER as a c^rou^ o-f -friehds. 


Rowley seemed +0 like +Ka+ idea because Kes beeh 
doih^ all +Kis work oh +Ke Pahce Commi++ee ahd 
didh-l - KaVe ahyohe +0 30 wi+K, ei+Ker. 
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X -figured -the -three o-f os could <^o 00+ -to dihher, 
ahd a+ "the res-taorah+ Abigail would ^e+ -to see 



The ohly ^>roblen was -tha+ wed heed a RIDE. X 
wash + aboo-t -to ask Mon -for ohe, because -the 
sea+s ih our nihivah are crus-ted wi+h old Cheerios 
ahd God khows wha-t else. Plus, havih<j Mon aloh^ 


oh ny da+e could be a -to+al disas-ter. 



X khew i-f X really wah+ed +o ingress Abigail, 
Xd heed "to reh+ a lino, bu+ -those -thih^s cos+ a 

FORTUNE. Theh X had ah idea. 
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Rowleys dad Kas a really hice car, so X -figured we 
could ^e+ WIIM +o drive us. Abigail wouldh + eVeh 
have +o khow Mr. Je-f-fersoh was Rowleys dad. XF 
we didh'i s<x 

^ro-fessiohal driver. Maybe 
+Kose Ka-f-s cKau-ffeurs wear, +o really sell +Ke idea. 


X II eVeh ^e+ Kin ohe o-f 


ahy+Kih^, sKe d jus+ +Kihk Ke was a 



O-f course, we wouldh + be able +o say ahy+Kih^ +o 

NR. JEFFERSON, ei+Ker. Me ahd Kin kihd o-f 
Kave a bad Kis+ory, ahd XK> sure Ke wouldh+ be 
+0 do ne ahy ex+ra -favors. 



. Rowley 

talked +0 Abigail, ahd sKe likes +Ke wKole "^rou^ 
o-f -friehds idea. A^d oh +o^ o-f +Ka+, Mr. 
Jt-f-ftrsoft agreed -to drive us +o +Ke dahce. 
























So how kee^ih^ my -fibbers crossed +ba+ 
ho+bih^ will Krt^eh be+weeh how ahd St»+ur<ic»^ 
hi<^b+ +o screw -tbih^s u^>. 

Friday 

X "told Uhcle Gary abou+ +be dahce, ahd be seems 
eVeh more exci+ed abou+ i+ -tbah X am. He wah+ed 
+o khow all -+be de+ails, like bow mahy people were 
^ohha be +bere ahd i-f +bey hired a DJ\ E>u-|- X 
didh+ khow -tbe ahswers +o bis (^ues+iohs, because 
Rowleys +be ohe oh +be Pahce Commi-Hee ahd 
+Ka+ s+u-f-f is kihd o-f ih bis de^ar+meh+. 

X was more -focused oh -fihdih^ some+bih^ +o 
WEAR. Uhcle Gary +old me i-f X really wah+ +o 
impress my da+e, X should wear a sui+. X weh+ ih 
Rodricks close+ ahd -fouhd a sui+ +Ka+ be ac+ually 
wore +o ohe o-f Uhcle Garys weddihtjs. 
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X couldh-f fihd ahy colo^he ih Rodricks juhk 
drawer, tu+ I DID -fihd a to-Hle o-f +ka+ tody 
spray ikeyVe always adver+isihg oh TV. X was 
a IrH-le hervous atou+ usih^ i+, +kou<jk, tecause if 
+k<*+ s+u-ff really works like +key say ih +ke ads, 
-fkeh +o nor row hi^k+ could te a hicjk+nare. 



My Grea+ Uhcle Bruce passed away a -few years 
a^o, ahd X khew we k<*d a tox wi+k sone o-f kis 
persohal s+u-ff ih -+ke ^ara^e. X -fouhd a to-H-le o-f 

a li-H-le oh ny wris+. 


kis coloahe ahd +ried 


x+ nadc ne 
tu+ X -figure 


Snell exac+ly like Grea+ Uhcle Bruce, 
i+s sa-ftr +kah usih^ +k<*+ tody spray. 
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X eVeh asked Pad to take me to the ofo eery 
store, where X bought a box o-f those Valehtihes 
chocolates -for Abigail. X heVer shouldve takeh 
the cellophahe o-f-f the box, though , because Xve 
already helped mysel-f to the buttercreams, peahut 
clusters, ahd caramels. 



Hope-fully, Abigail likes the cocohut chocolates 
ahd the ohes that taste like toothpaste, because 
thats all thats really left at this poiht. 


Saturday 

Xohi^ht was the hi^ht of the bi^ Valehtihes Pay 
dahee, ahd it ^ot o-f-f to a REALLY rou^h start. 
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VJheh X weh+ over +o Rowleys hoose +o ^e+ 
ready, X ho+iced he had li++le red bom^>s oh his 
•face +h<*+ looked like mos^oi+o bi+es. Bo+ -+heh X 
realized wha+ +hose s^o+s were* CHICKEN POX. 
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E-Ver sihce E-Vah VJhi+ehead showed o^> a+ school 
wi+h chickeh ^>ox a -few weeks a op, i+s beeh 
e wild-fire ih my class. 



Xhis ^>as+ week -four boys were seh+ home by +he 
school horse. Xm ^re-Hy sore ohe o-f -those tjoys 
was -the Had Pah+ser, becaose -there haveh+ beeh 
ahy ^ah+sihcj ihcideh+s sihce Tuesday. 
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X*ve heard chickeh ^>ox are SUPER coh+a^ious, 

+hey re 

+o cone hack +o school -for a week. X couldh-t - 
a-f-ford +o have Rowley ou+ o-f commissioh -for eveh 
ohe NIGHT. He was ny ride +o +he dahce, ahd 
X khew +ha+ i-f his non ahd dad didh + le+ hin 
op, +heh X coold^+ <$o, ei+her. 




X "t"old Rowley he had +he chickeh ^ox, bu+ X 
probably shooldve brokeh +he hews +o hin slowl 
ihs+ead o-f all a+ ohce. 



Rowley was ^ohha 30 s+rai^h+ dowhs+airs ahd +ell 
his ^>areh+s,, bu+ X +old hin -to caln dowh ahd wed 
■flaure +Ws oo+ +ooe+Her. 
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X said if ke could jus+ op-\ +krou^k +ke hi^k+ 

ahyohe, Xd owe kin -for +ke res+ 
o-f my life. AH ke heeded +o do was cover up kis 
ckickeh pox ahd ho+ make a ti^ s+ihk +o kis 
pareh+s. Vied bo+k op +o +ke dahce ahd k«*ve a 
^rea+ -h'me, ahd ho ohe would eVeh k«*ve +0 khow. 


wi+kou+ +elliho 


Bu+ Rowley was +00 -freaked OU+ +0 +kihk 
S+rai^k+; ahd X kad +0 ^iVe kin -fwo cocohu+ 
ckocola+es +0 <^uie+ kin dowh. 



How -+k<*+ Rowley khew ke kad +ke ckickeh pox, 
ke was cjoih^ CRAZY wi+k +ke i+ckih^. So X 
<y>+ some socks ou+ o-f kis dresser ahd 
oh kis kahds. 
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X -figured Rowleys non ahd dad probably khew 
wFa+ cFickeh ^>ox looked like ahd we had +o -fihd 
a way +o cover +l^en u^>. So we weh+ ih+o Fis 
^areh+s* bathroom ahd looked +Kroo^K Fis Mom's 
makeup ki+ +o see i-f -+Fere was ahy-tRih^ we could 
use. X -fouhd some s+u-f-f called "cohcealer/* ahd 
+Fa+ souhded aboui ri cjF+ +o me. 


X used a li-Hle brusF X -fouhd ih a drawer ahd 
■+Feh -tried +o cover u^> +Fe problem areas oh 



Bu+ you could +o+ally -tell -tFai Rowley was wearih^ 
grabbed a silk scarf -from 
+o^> o-f Mrs. Je-ffersoh's dresser ahd -told Rowley 
+o ^u+ i+ oh ahd cover u^> arouhd Fis mou+F. 

"TFe' 0 ' X ho+iced Re Rad a -few cFickeh ^>ox oh Fis 
FOREHEAD, So X fouhd a beacF Fa+ ih Fis moms 
closed ahd Fad Fin ^>u+ +Fa+ oh, -too. 



makeup. So X 
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Xn ho+ c^ohha say Rowley looked -to+ally hormal, 
tu+ a+ leas+ you couldn't +ell he had +he chickeh ^>ox. 



X kihd of Keld my brea+h wheh we 30+ ih+o +he 
car, bu+ X +hihk Mr. Je-fTersoh jus+ +Kou^K+ 
Rowleys ^e+u^ was some kihd of middle school 
■fashioh -thih^, ahd he did^ + say a word. 



Vslheh X o^ehed +he tack door +o ^e+ ih, X was 
surprised +o -fihd Rowleys old boos+er sea-1- 
u^> ohe of +he 
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X asked Rowley why he s+ill had a boos+er sea-l- ih 
h<s dad s car, ahd he said +hey jus+ hever +ook i+ 
oo+ ohce he 30+ hi^ ehou^h for +he regular sea+. 
Bo+ cone +0 +hihk of i+, X*Ve always +hoo^h+ 
Rowley seened a li++le +00 +all wheheVer he drove 



X khew we had +0 +ake +ha+ +hihg 00+ be-fore we 
weh+ +0 ^ick u^> 
would hever have a toos+er sea+ ih ohe of i+s cars. 


Abigail, because a lino con^ahy 


l6<? 




























Bu+ you heeded -to be some kihd of ah eh^iheer +o 
■figure ou+ how +o ohdo +he clas^ oh -tha+ +hih^. 
By +ha+ poih+ we were already la+e ^ickih^ u ^ 
Abigail, so we had +o jus+ leave rh 


VJheh we gulled ih+o Abigails driveway, X asked 
Mr. Jtfftrsoft +o hohk +he horh +o le+ her khow 
we were +here. 



Bu+ Mr. Jeffersoh wouldhi hohk +he horh, 
because he said +ha+s ho way +o +rea+ a "lady." 
He said ohe of us was ^ohha have +o op +o her 
•froh+ door ahd "escort" her. 


Rowley started to ^et out, but X realized this 
was my bi^ chahce to make a ^ood -first im^>ressioh 
oh Abigail. So X walked u^ to the house ahd 
khocked oh the door. 
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Bc<+ Abigail didh + cone +o +he -froh+ door—her 
DAD did. Mr. Browh is a s+a+e 

+rooper , or he jos+ likes dressivuj like ohe. 



Mr. Browh said Abigail was o^>s+airs ^e+tih^ read 
ahd shed he dowh ih a nihu+e. 
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He told me to come ihside ahd have a seat while 
X waited. Xt -felt like we were sittih^ there ah 
WOUR waitih^ -for Atic^ail to come dowhstairs, 
ahd X really didht like the look o-f the hahdcu-f/s 
Mr. Browh had oh his belt. 



X -fihally decided this was way too much stress -for 
a Valehtihes Pay dahce ahd was ready to tail out. 
But ri^ht as X weht to leave, Ati^ail came dowh 
the stairs. 
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*Tta firsi +Kih^ X ho+ice<l was +ta+ Aki^Ail was 
weArih^ a reAlly poofy dress, Ahd X khew +tare 




was ho WAy +ta +taee o-f os were ^ohhA fi+ ih 
+ta tackseA+ o-f Mr. Jeffersohs cAr. Bo+ -there 
was ho WAy X was si'H’ih^ ih Rowleys taos+er 
seA+, ei+her, so X Voloh+eered +o ride o^> froh+. 
Besides, X khew Mr. Je-f-fersoh tad tao+ed 
froh+ seA+s, so X -figured X mi<^h+ as well -take 
AdvAh+A^e o-f -tta-t. 



Mr. Jeffersoh tad a ^>ile o-f ^>A^ers ih -the 
^Asseh^er seA-|- tacAose X ^oess ta was ^Lhhih^ 
doih^ Kis -taxes or some+hih^ while ta was wAi+ihg 
u os a+ -the dAhce. 


X+ was +oo moch o-f a tassle +o noVe aII +ta+ 
s+off, so X decided +o jos+ hop ih -the WAy tack 
of+he CAr so we coold ^e+ oh wi+h -the hi^hi. 












Abigail didn't seen +oo bo+hered by +he fac+ +ha+ 
Rowley was 

^•re-Hy sore she +hoo<^h+ he was Jos+ doih^ i+ as 
a Joke. 


si-Hih^ ih a boos+er sea+, ahd X™ 



Bo+ honor is kihd o-f MY +hih<^ ahd X wash + 
aboo+ +o le+ Rowley s+eal ny -thohder. 



X+ 30+ kihd o-f <^oie+ ih +he car, so X asked 
Hr. Jeffersoh i-f he coold ■forh oh -+he radio. B>o+ 
ihs+ead o-f ^>o++ih^ oh sone nosic , he +ohed ih +0 
sone borih^ H-alk radio s+a+ioh, ahd +haVs wha+ we 
had +0 lis+eh +0 for +he res+ o-f +he ride. 
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$? ri 33 os WdS d ■fahcier +hah X +hou^h+ 

i+ would be. VJheh we walked ih, +he hos+ +old 
us +his was ah "upscale es+atlisKrnehV ahd +ha+ 
^eh+leneh were required +o wear s^or+s jacke+s. 



wear my 

sui+ jacket, so X asked +he hos+ he could 
jus+ make ah exce^+ioh +his ohe -time. He said he 
couldh+ bu+ -tha+ +he res+aurah+ had s^>are s^>or+s 
jacke+s X could borrow. Xhe ohe he ^ave me was a 
li++le bi^, bu+ X ^>u+ i+ oh ahyway. 



Bu+ -there was ho way X was ^ohha 
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Vlheh we sa+ dowh X ho+iced a -terrible smell 

ou-t where i+ was comih^ -from. 
*Theh X realized rt was comih^ -from ME. X ^uess 
+ha+ loaher jacket had beeh used by a huhdred 
di-ffereh+ ^>eo^le wi+hou+ ever beih^ washed. 


ahd H'ried +o -figure 



X didh + wawt -to smell like somebody elses body 
odor durih<^ dihher, so X excused mysel-f +0 <^o +0 
+he ba+hroom ahd scrubbed "the shorts jacke+s 
uhderarms wi+h soa^> ahd wa+er, -theh dried -them 
wi+h -the hahd dryer. 
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VJell, that Just made it WORSE, because the 
heat activated the B.O. ahd it spread. 


"That was it for me. X +old Abigail ahd Rowley 
this place was for phohies ahd we should Just 
take off. 



X left my Jacket with the host at the froht, 
ahd the three of us walked out the door. X said 

dihher ahd 30 
the dahce, but Abigail said she was reall 
ahd Rowley said WE was starvih^, too. 


maybe we should Just skip 


ri^ht to 
y hoh^ry, 
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*The only o^her res+auran+ in +he area was Corny s, 
and X +old +h em +here was no way X was ^oin^ 
THERE. Bui Rowley said he really likes -the 
desseri tar a+ Cornys, and Abigail said +ha+ 
sounded ^ood +o her. 



X was really s+ar+in^ +o re^re+ having Rowley 
aloncj on +his da+e, tecause i-f all he was ^onna do 
was +ake Abigails side y Xd <je+ ou+Vo+ed every 
single -+ir*>e. Bu+ X didn+ wan+ +o make a bicj deal 
atou+ 1+ in +he middle o-f my da+e, so X JUS+ bi+ 
my li^> and we walked ■I’hree tlocks +o Corny’s. 


Luckily, X remembered atoui +he +ie issue te-fore 
we walked in +he -fron+ door, and X s+u-ffed mine 
in my tack ^>ocke+ a+ +he las+ second. 


131 




Bu+ X didirvt have -tine +o warh Rowley so how 
his +ie is a ^ermoheh+ ^>ar+ o-f +he Vlall o-f Shame. 



Corhys w as a +o+al ZOO. My -family usually ^oes 
oh a weekhi^K+^ i)u+ i+s a whole di-f-fereh-l- scehe oh 
a Saturday. 
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n* ^ood news was -+ha+ since we didn+ have any 
li++le kids wi+h us, +hey didn’f sea+ us in Childrens 
Alley. B>u-t" +he ' adul+ sec-hon o-f Conr\ys wasn + a 
whole lo+ be-Her. All +h<*+ separa+es +he +wo sides 
is some ^lass, and we ^0+ sealed ri^h+ nex+ +0 a 
■family wi+h a bunch o-f wild kids. 



X ask ed our waitress i-f we could move, and she 
made a sour -face and -took our s+u-ff +0 ano+her 
-table. Bu+ X wish we had jus+ s+ayed where 
we were, because our new si+ua+ion wasn-1- an 
im^roVemen+. 
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X didh*+ ward -to ask +he waitress +o move os a 
SECOND +ime, because +he las+ ^>ersoh you ward 
+o make mad is -the persoh whos servihc^ you your 
■food. So X fui a cookie o-f mehus u^> acjaihs+ +he 
wihdow +o block my view. 



Our wai+ress brou^bd us com chi^s, ahd Rowley 
+ook +he socks o-f-f his Kahds so he could ea+. X 
didn't +hihk d was such a ^rea+ idea for all o-f us 
+o he ^rabbih^ chif>s ou+ o-f +he sane tasked while 
Rowley h«d +he chickeh ^>ox, so X ke^d d hear me. 


C-Very -time Rowley looked like he warded a chi^> X 
pushed ohe +o hin wdh a s+raw. 














































X couldh + remember i-f +he cR'cJceh ^>ox is airborhe, 
so whenever Rowley -talked X Reid my brea+h Jus+ 


+o be 


sure. 



A+ ohe ^>oih+ Ke +old us a really loh^ s+ory about - 
Some+bw'h^ -that - ha^ehed +o bw'm last - Summer, ahd 
by +b>e ehd X almost passed out\ 

..AND TMAT'S WHY My\| 


FAMILY WILL NEVER RENT 
THAT BEACH HOUSE AGAIN? 

]r\ fx 


/< 


• VO 


X Told Abigail ahd Rowley +Ka+ X was ^>ayih0 -for 
dihher so tRey should ^e+ wha+ever +b»ey wah+ed. 
X was -tryih^ +o show o-f-f a litTle -for Abigail by 
■throwihg my mohey arouhd. 
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Bu+ wheh +b*e wai+ress came back, Abigail ordered 
TWO a^e+iz-ers, ahd so did Rowley. 


TKe wai+ress couldh+ uhders+ahd wha+ Rowley 
was sayih^ because o-f Rs scar-f, -though, ahd he 
gulled i+ dowh +o s^eak. Bu+ wheh he did, a sih^le 
molecule o-f s^>i+ -flew ih +he air ahd lahded oh my 
bo-Hom lij>. 



X le+ my Jaw 30 +o+ally slack so +he molecule 
wouldh+ c^e+ ih+o my mou+R X +ried +0 s+ay calm 
oh +he ou+side, bu+ oh +he ihside X was +o+ally 
-freakih^ ou+. 
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X wah+ed +o wipe ry lip wi+h my hapkih, birt X d 
droned i+ oh -the -floor ahd couldh + reach rh So 
X wai+ed uh+il Abigail was dis+rac+ed ahd +heh 
wiped my lip oh her sleeve. 



Vie placed our order, ahd X asked for a plaih 
hamburger -to save mohey. Abigail ordered +he 
X~bohe S+eak, which is +he moS+ expehsiVe i+em oh 
+he mehu, ahd Rowley go+ +he same +hihg eVeh 
though X was +ryihg +o sighal -for him +o order 
some+hihg cheap. 







































my 

le+huce ahd homa-ho oh i+, because ah Corhys -they 
ALWAYS ^eh your order wrohc^. X hook o-f-f hhe 
lehhuce ahd homaho, buh hKere was mayohhaise oh 
my 



hamburger had 



VJKeh our waihress came arouhd a^aih, X "hold 
her X d ordered a burner wihh ho+Kih^ oh ih. So 
she hook a ha^kih ahd jush wi^>ed hhe mayohhaise 
o-f-f, hheh le-fh hhe ha^kih ri<^hh ih hhe mi ddle of 
hhe -table. 



X losh my a^ehihe after hhah. Buh eVeh l-f X 

obably wou 

my meal ahyway. X-f you cleah your ^>lahe ah 
Coreys, hheres a ^ic+ure ah hhe bohhom hhah X 
really cahh shahd. 


WAS nuh^ry, X ^>r 


Idhh have -Tihi'sKed 




























X jus+ sa+ +here Ahd wAi+ed while Abi^Ail Ahd 
Rowley a+e +heir s+eAks, Ahd wheh -they -fihished 
X si^hAled -for +he wAi+ress -to cone over so X 
could ^<xy +he bill. 


7 

dessert. ^[he whole reASoh we cAne +o Corvys ih 
+he -firsi pLce was -for -the dessert tar, which 
cones -free wi+h your neAl. B>u+ o-f course Rowley 
Ahd Abi^Ail eAch wAh+ed +0 order a SPECIAL 
dessert off +he nehu, which cos+s ex+rA. 



Bu+ +heh Rowley Ahd Abi^Ail SAid +h 
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X ^o+ u^> and -found our waitress to tell her it was 
Rowleys birthday, because X knew then hed ^et 
a -free dessert. So a few minutes later +Re waiters 
and waitresses all came out and san^ "Ha^y 
Birthday" to Rowley and ^aVe Kim his -free cake. 


V HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO YOU, yr 
j HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO YOU j 

X -»- 



Abigail still ordered a triple-layer chocolate 
cheesecake, which she only took two Kites out o-f. 

Vlhen the Kill came, X couldnt BELIEVE how 
much it was. X had to use all the money in my 
wallet, and X even had to pull out the -five dollars 
X was keeping in my sock in case o-f an emergency. 
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^[he wai+ress wouldh+ +ake -the mohey X had ih m\ 
sock because i+ was a li-H-le we+, so X had +o 30 
ou+ +o +he car ahd ask Mr. Je-f-fersoh i-f he had a 
•fiVe-dollar bill he could +rade. 



VJheh X 30+ back +0 ihe +able, Rowley ahd 
Abigail were ih -+he middle o-f a cohVersa+ioh, ahd 
i+ seemed +0 me like +hey were si++ih^ a li-H-le 
closer +hah wheh X'd left. 
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X +hoo^h+ aboo+ ^iVih^ Abigail <* he<*<ls-U^ +|>A+ 
she mi^h+ wah+ +o kee^> her dis+ahce -from Rowley, 
bo+ X was a-fraid shed tail oh +he da+e i-f she 
/oohd oo+ aboo+ +he chickeh ^>ox. 



Xhe +hree o-f os 30+ tack ih +he car, ahd Mr. 
Je-ffersoh drove os +o school ahd droned os o-f-f 
a+ +he -froh+ door. He ^aVe Rowley a bi^ hoc^, 
which X m sore seemed ^>re+-ty weird +o Abigail i-f 
she +K003K+ he really was a ^ro-fessiohal driver. 
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Xhe -theme o-f -the dahce was V\«<lhi^K+ ih Paris/’ 
ahd X have +o admit- -the Pahce Commi-H-ee did a 
pre-Hy ^ood jot. Xhe ^ym was decked out - -to look 
like a street - ih Frahce. Xhere was a loh^ -takle set¬ 
up wi+h puhch ahd shacks, ahd -there was eveh a 
chocola+e -fouh+aih wi+h strawkerries -for dippiht^. 
U|ii(r||j| |fi|lYl| U |U|IV | . 

kt _Jl—Ij Ull—I I_II—JUJ L-JL J i N ^l—J L ^-K _ 

—/a ® x/X, xE/tv 




Vie hahded over our -ticket's ahd -theh 30+ ih lihe 
•for pho+os. 'E-ach couple had -their pic+ure -takeh ih 
•froht - o-f a kackdrop o-f Paris. 






























VJheft i+ was our +urh, X s+ood wi+h Abigail ahd 
+Ke ^Xo+o^ra^Her shaded our ^Xo+o. B>u+ X wish 
Xd khowh Rowley was c^ohha c^e+ ir> +he ^ic+ure 
WlTM os, because 1 would Ve jos+ skived i+. 



Some+hi^ abou+ +he DJ looked -familiar +o me, 
ahd wheh X 30+ closer X realized •+ was Uhcle 
Gary. Poh-f eveh ask me how ME 30+ +he jot. 
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Uhcle Gary mus+Ve seeh i+ as ay \ o^or+uhHy +o 
uhload his T-shir+s oh my classma+es. X+ w as dark 
ih +he gyn> so kids didh + khow -they were ^e++ih<j 
ri^ed o-f-f. 



Ohe niho+e Abigail w as S+ahdih^ ric^hi hex+ -to mt, 
ahd -the hex+ she was <^ohe. X -fihall^ s^o+ted her oh 
+he o+her side o-f -the gym -talkihg wi+h her -friehds. 



X walked over -to -them, to+ before X 30+ -there 
+he^ all weh+ ih+o -the girls’ ba+hroom -to^e+her. 
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X have ho idea wh*'!’ i+ is abou+ ^irls +K<>+ makes 
+hem c^o -to +Ke ba+hroom ih c^rou^s, bu+ some+hihc^ 
abou+ i+ ha^ehih^ NOW really made me hervoos. 

X didh + khow wh<*+ Abigail +hou^h+ o-f me, fcu+l 
•figured she was probably -felli'h^ her -friehds ricjh+ 
a+ -+Ka-1- momeh-h Xhe bo^S ba+hroom is ric^h+ hex+ 
+0 -the girls’ ih -the ^m, so X weh+ ih -there ahd 
pressed ry ear -to +he wall. 


/ 


N___ 





X could hear a lo+ o-f ^i^lih0, bu+ X couldh + 
really make ou+ +he cohVersa+ioh because o-f all +he 
racked ih +he boys ba+hroom. 
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X +ried +o ^e+ ^>eo^le +o s+o^> makih^ hoise, tu+ 



X+ 30 + <^uie+ oh +he o+her side o-f +he wall, so X 
walked tack ih+o +he <^ym, ahd Aticjail ahd her 
■friehds were over ty +he ^>uhch. 


A+ 7:50, Uhcle Gary +urhed -the music, ahd i+ 
looked like +he dahce was ^ohha ^e+ s+ar+ed -for 
real. £>u+ +ha+s wheh some people my Grammas a^e 
s+ar+ed +ricklihg ih. 
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3 * 00 -there nus+ have beeh a huhdred o-f -then 
crowded arouhd +he eh+rahce. Xhere was some sor+ 
o-f commotioh betweeh ohe o-f -the -teachers ahd a 
■few o-f the sehior ci-tizehs, so X 30+ closer +0 see 
wha+ was 301^3 oh. 


Ihe sehior ci+izehs claimed +heyd booked "the c^m 
■for a -towh mee+ihg aboirt -the hew Sehior Cehter. 
Mrs. Sheer -told +hem she reserved "the <^m for 
the dahce two weeks <xqo. 


But -the sehiors said -they reserved i+ -two MONTHS 
<\qo, ahd +he^ had +he ^a^erwork +0 ^>roVe i+. 

"The Sehior Ceh+er ^eo^>le said us kids were ^ohha 
have +0 clear ou+ o-f -the <yyr\ so -they could have 
+heir mee+ih^. 











Bu+ -+heh some o-f +he ^irls oh +he Pahce 
CommiT+ee 30+ ih oh +he cohVersa+ioh, ahd i+ 
looked like i+ was abou+ +0 <^e+ u<jly. 



Jus+ wKeh •+ seemed like a was ^ohha break 

ou+, Mrs. Sheer su^es+ed a compromise. She said 
we could pu+ up +he par+i+ioh ih +he middle o-f +he 
^ym ahd +he sehiors could have +heir mee+ih^ oh ohe 
half ahd us kids could have our dahce oh +he o+her. 


PARTITION 



DANCE 


SENIOR 

CENTER 

MEETING 




















E-Verybod^ seemed +o be able +o live wi+h -+ha+ 
idea, ahd +b>e jahi+or ^>u+ u^ +he ^ar-W+ioh. 



Losihc^ hal-f o-f +he $yr*\ w as kihd o-f a bummer, bu+ 

wha-|- killed +he mood was +b»e LIGWTS. here’s 
ohl^ ohe swi+ch -for +he overhead li^h+s ih +he 
^m, ahd +hey had +o be ei+her oil oh or oil o-f-f. 
”TV»e sehior ci+izehs wah+ed +hem oh -for -their 
mee+ih^, so -thai was +he ehd o-f +he "Midhi^K+ ih 
Paris" vibe over oh our side o-f -the <^m. 
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"The bri^hi t.'^K+s were bad -for Uhcle Gary , -too, 
because how all +he kids who bou^h+ shir+s -from 
him could see +heyd 30-Heh ripped o-f-f, ahd ■they 
s+ar+ed demahdih^ -their mohey back. 



Uhcle Gary -hied +o distract everyohe by -turhih^ 
■the music u^>, ahd a lo+ o-f ^>eo^le hi+ +he dahce 
•floor. 
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Xhe ^irls dahced ih a bi^ ^rou^> ih +he middle o-f 
+he cjym. E-Very ohce ih a while a ^uy would "try +o 
dahce his way ih+o -hhe ^rou^>, bu+ +he ^irls had 
•formed a kihd o-f wall +ha+ ke^>+ +he boys ou-h 
X didh+ really uhders+ahd _ l’ha+ uh+il X iried 
+o make a move +o break ih+o -^he. circle ahd 30+ 
+o+ally blocked. 

LA-CHI CHA-CHI^ (i J n jJ " 3 

cha-CMA? inn ** j 



Ohe o-f +he sthiors came over +o our side o-f -the 
^ym ahd com^laihed ■+ha+ +he music was +oo loud 
ahd i+ heeded +o be iurhed way dowh. 
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So Uhcle Gary lowered +Ke Volume by abou+ 80 %, 
ahd ■fheh we could hear every word o-f +Ke Sehior 
Ceh+er mee+ih0. 



”lKa-|- didn’t seem +o bo+her -the ^irls, -though. A 
lo+ o-f +Kem +ook ou+ +heir ^ersohal music flayers 
ahd jus+ ke^>+ dahcih^. 
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By +h*+ ^>oih+ rnos+ o-f +he toys had had ehou^h. 
AH +ha+ +»ne beih^ oh -their bes+ behavior arouhd 
+he <yrls had -takeh i+s -toll, ahd a lo+ o-f +he c^uys 
jt»s+ +o+ally cu+ loose. 



Mrs. Sheer ahd +he rest- o-f +he cha^erohes -fried 
+o calm -the boys dowh, bu+ i+ was homeless. X+ 
was a reall 
a li++le dah^erous. 

X +hou^h+ aboui ^oihc^ over by +he bleachers +o 
^e+ ou+ o-f tvzryoY\zs way, bu+ a+ -+ha+ momeh+ 
+he Mad Pah+ser s+ruck a^aih ahd X decided X 
was be-Her o-f-f where X was. 


ild scehe, ahd i+ was actually ^e++ih^ 
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E-Very ohce ih a while, a -few latecomers would walk 
ih ahd turh ric^ht tack arouhd wheh they saw 
what was ha^ehihc^ ih the ^ym. B>u+ at arouhd 
X‘00, Michael Sam^soh walked ih holdihg hahds 
wi+h Cherie Bellah^er. 



Michael was the to^ Abigail was SUPPOSED to 
op +o the dahce wi+h; tu+ X ^uess his ' -family 
otli^a+ioh s-iory was just a lie. 
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Ahd -from +he look oh K»s ■face, X doh + 

+hihk he was ex^ec+ihe^ Abigail +o t>e +here, ei +her. 



A-f+er +Ka+, i+ was Jos+ a whole lo+ of drama. 
Michael +ook o-f-f ahd le-f+ his d*+e behihd, ahd 
Abigail s^>eh+ -+he hex+ h«*l-f hour t>awlih^ her eyes 
oo+ ih +he corher o-f +he oyr >». 



X did wh<*+ X could +o hel^> make Abigail -feel 
he++er, bo+ she kihd o-f h<»d a crowd arouhd her, 
so Xn ho+ sore she ac+ually ho+iced. 
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Ri^h+ <*1)00+ +h<*+ +ime, +he Sehior Ceh+er mee+ih^ 
wrd^ed c^>, dhd d -few o-f +he sehiors s+dr+ed 

e ^ym d 

-themselves +o -the re-fres^neh+s. 




They weh+ -through +he s+rdwterries ^>re-Hy <^oickj 
dhd +heh -there wds ho+hih^ -for ^>eo^le +o di^> ih 
-the chocold+e -fooh+dih. 
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So kids s+arted s+ickihg iheir -fibers direc+ly ih 


-kkp «/Ui iV%4viiV\ U/MC C* nrtrwJ C till AWpr /^^ri.Vk 



Ohe kid los+ a coh+ac+ lehs ih +he chocola+e 
■fouh+aih, ahd Mrs. Sheer had eVeryohe s+ahd hack 
so she could •fish i+ ou+ wheh i+ cycled hack -through 



Sihce +he nee+ih^ was over, Uhcle Gary +urr»ed 
+he music hack u^>. 
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Bu+ -the old -folks s+ar+ed makih^ sohcj re^ues+s, 
ahd "the hex+ +Kitr\^ you khew, our Valewh'hes Pa 
dahce was overruh by sehior ci+izehs. 



X jus+ wa+ched every+hih^ ^>lay ou+ -from ry s^o-l - 
a^aihsi +he back wall, wohderih^ why Xd eVeh 
wah+ed +o op +o -the dahce ih +he firs+ ^>lace. X 
was also s+ar+ih^ +o re^re+ ho+ wearih^ -the body 
s^ray X -fouhd Ih Rodricks juhk drawer, because 
Grea+ Uhcle Bruces colo^he was a+-trac+ih0 ^>eo^>le 
ou+Si'de ry a^e ^roup. 
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X+ was almost 10-00, Ahd Uhcle Gary ahhouhced 
+Ka+ +he hex+ soh^ would be -the las+ ohe o-f +he 
hi<^h+. VJheh +he music s+ar+ed ^layih<^, a -few 
kids paired u^> Ahd walked ou+ oh +he dahce -floor 
as couples, which was +he -firsi -time +Ka+ had 
ha^pehed all hi<^h+. 



X couldh+ wai+ -for +he soh^ +o ehd, because +his 
dahce was a +o+al disaster, ahd X Jus+ wah+ed 
+o ^o home ahd ^>lay Some Video ^ames So X could 
erase -the whole ex^eriehce -from my braih. 


Bu+ jus+ wheh X +hou^h+ +hih^s couldh+ ^e+ ahy 
worse, X saw Ruby Bird ahd she was comih^ ri^h+ 
■for me. 
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X didn't khow \f she was ^ohha ask me +o d<*ftce 
or if X'd Somehow dohe Sone+Kih^ +o make Ler 
mad, bu+ X did r*o+ wah+ +o ehd u^> ^e-ttih^ 
bi++eh a+ a middle school dahce. 

X looked for some way +o escape , bu+ X was 
-traced. Luckily , Abigail walked ri<^L+ ou+ of +Le 
ba+Lroom a+ +La+ exact momeh+, ahd X grabbed 
her Kahd jus+ be-fore Ruby 30+ +o me. 
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Abigails ndkeu^> wds d ness -front dll +ke cryih^, 
bu+ X didh+ redlly care. X was jus+ k<»^y +o 
kdVe dh excuse +o ^e+ dwdy -front Ruby. Ahd io be 
kohes+ wi+k you, X +kihk Abic^dil wds kd^y +0 
see ne, +oo, so X led ker -to dh en^Hy s^o+ oh 
■+ke ddhce -floor. 


Xd heVer slow-ddhced wi+k d ^irl before, so X 
didh+ khow wkere X wds su^osed +o f>u+ ny 
kdhds. Ske pu+ kers oh ny skoulders, dhd X 
^>u+ nihe ih ny ^>ocke+s, bu+ +kd+ fel-h kihd o-f 
dunb. So we ne+ ih +ke niddle, dhd +k«+ seened 
dbou+ ri^k+. 



Xkeh X ho+iced sone+kih^ oh Abigail s ckih. X+ 
wds d IrHle red bun -i’kd+ looked EXACTLY like 
ohe o-f Rowleys ckickeh ^>ox. 
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How, be-fore X say wha+ ha^ehed hex+, le+ r> ie 
Jus+ ex^laih ih ry de-fehse +ha+ X was already oh 
ed^e abou+ +he whole chickeh ^>ox +hih^. 


Bo+ X admi+, X NAY have overreac+ed a li-H-le. 



X+ +orhs oo+ i+ WASN'T chickeh ^>ox, ihou^h. X+ 

^ail was 

makeup nos+Ve washed o-f-f her chih. 



was joS+ a ^in^le. VJheh Abi 


Ahyway, X khow +ha+ NOW, bu+ ahyohe ih ry 
shoes probably wooldve reac+ed +he sane exac+ way 

1 did. 
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Bu+ X doh+ +hihk Abigail saw i+ +ha+ w <xy, because 
oh -the ride home she wasvvl- real cha+-ty wi+h me. 



Rowley 

walked her +o +he -froh+ door. "Thai was -fihe wi+h 
me, because i+ ^aVe me a chahce +o -fihish off +he 
res+ of +he chocola+es. Ahd a-f+er +he hi^h+ X 
jus+ had, X was +o+aiy STARVING. 


Vslheh we gulled u^> +o Abigails house, 
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VJedhesday 

A lo+ has ha^ehed sihce +he Valeh+ihes Pay dahce. 


A few days a^o Uhcle Gary bou^h^ a buhch o-f 
scra+ch iicke+s wi+h -the mohey he made sellihc^ 
T~shir+s, ahd ohe o-f his +icke+s was a fer-ly- 
+hoosahd~dollar wihher. So he ^>aid Pad -the mohey 
he owed him, wished me luck wi+h +he "ladies,” ahd 
moved ou+ o-f +he house. 



'The o+her bi^ hews is +ha+ X 30+ a fell-blowh 
case o-f +he chickeh ^ox. 
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X caht say -for sure how X 30+ them, but X 
really ho^e it washt -from Rowley, because Xn hot 
that crazy about the idea of a buhch of Rowley s 
Virus cells attackihc^ my immuhe system. 



school the ^>ast -few days, ahd from what X cah 
-tell, hes beeh wearih^ his moms makeup oh his 
chih. So X +hihk those red bum^s mi^htVe beeh 
^im^les, just like Abigails. 


Ahd s^»eakih^ of Rowley ahd Abigail, X heard 
that the two of them are a couple how. All X cah 
say is if thats true, it makes Rowley the worst 
wihcjmah ih history. 
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Xro su^osed +o S+dy home -from school -for d+ 
leds+ <* week. Xhe c^ood hews is +hd+ wi+h eVeryohe 
oo+ of +he house, X cdh +dke loh^ bd+hs wi+hoo+ 
dhyohe bo+herih^ me. 




a s 



m 








/£ o \ 

bubble 






bath 




Bu+ X will ddmi+ dll +hd+ flod+ihg droohd iSh'+ dS 
c^red+ dS X remember i+, dhd df+er jus+ dh hour 
your skih ^e+s dll wrihkly. So doh+ dsk me how X 
lived +hd+ wd y -for hihe moh+hs. 

Flos, X ^e+ d li++le lohely beih^ by myself dll ddy. 
Or d+ leds+ X TWINK X'm dlohe. Toddy X hdd d 
fresh +owel hex+ +o +he +ub, dhd wheh X o^>ehed 
my eyes i+ wds ^ohe. 


So ei+her somebodys messih^ wi+h me, or Johhhy 
Chedddr is d+ i+ d^dih. 
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Love is in the air—but what 
does that mean for Greg 
Heffley? 

A Valentine's Day dance at 
Greg's middle school has 
turned his world upside 
down. As Greg scrambles 
to find a date, he's worried 
hell be left out in the cold 
on the big night. Mis best 
friend, Rowley, doesn't have 
any prospects either, but that's a small consolation. 

An unexpected twist gives Greg a partner for the dance and leaves 
Rowley the odd man out. But a lot can happen in one night, and in the 
end, you never know who's going to be lucky in love. 
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